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By now, you’ve probably had a chance to meet me, either before
service, sometime after the service, or through a committee meeting,
but my job is so much more than just Sunday mornings and meetings. A
large part of it is that | am here pastorally for all of you. What does this
mean? First, my phone is always on, and you can reach me at 315-576-
2010, though | do ask that if it isn’t an emergency, you call between
8 am and 10 pm. But if someone is sick and needs a prayer, heading to
the hospital, or already receiving help but needs a pastoral presence,
you can call at any hour of the day or night. If | don’t answer during the
day, | may be on the phone with another person; feel free to drop me a
text and | should get back to you fairly quickly.

Pastoral, however, doesn’t have to equal an emergency; if something
good is happening and you would like a prayer of thanks, | would love
to join you in that as well. It’s good to share in joyous moments. Please
note, this does not just include members. If you’re an active participant,
then I’m equally happy to hear from you. Beyond our congregation, if
it’s your loved one or friend who needs a pastoral presence, I’'m also
more than willing to be there for them as well. If you haven’t been to
church in a while for various reasons, | won’t know that unless you or
someone else tells me. Take a moment to reach out to me. My biggest
limiting factor in being your pastor is your willingness to involve me. If
you don’t tell me you’re sick and need a visit, someone is in the hospital,
or share your joys with me, | may never hear of it and cannot be there
for you. My email is available, my phone is available. Please keep me
involved. Reminder, you can reach me by phone or text at 315-576-2010
or by email at rroth@websterpres.org.

Rev. Russ
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We are followers of
Jesus Christ,

living and sharing
U the love of God
Q; ' through faith and
Y action,
| welcoming all.
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Regular office hours:
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11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Tuesday and Thursday
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Rev. Russ’ phone: 315-576-2012
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rroth@websterpres.org
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The Session
Kathy Barbehenn
Bob Blakey
Colby Carson
Lee Ann Daigle
Todd Fargo
Heather Hewlett
John Kubiniec
Bill Martin
Jay Petrino
Elaine Wilbert

The Board of Deacons
Beth Carson
Doreen Clark
Rachel Dolan
Holly Grocki
Jean Maier
Nancy Martin

Linnaea Nifong
Arlene Sahmel
Kate Waas
Leonor Woodworth - Moderator

The Board of Trustees
Elissa Burke
Matt Clark
Dick Dodd
Karen Fargo
Scott Hewlett - Moderator
Dan Marsh
Bob Smith

A Note from Session

So writing an article for the Pathway in February or April or August
or even December is pretty easy. But January...January is hard.
January is brand new. Not just a brand-new month, but a brand-new
year. Only one month every year leads us into a brand-new year.
Every day, every week, every month is a new beginning, but
January...January is a glorious double, and I'm not sure how most of
our congregation feels, but | am totally overwhelmed every time
January comes around. The great news is, of course, God is with us
every step of the way, and we can trust in Him. And He will stay with
us forever and ever until we join Him again in Heaven.

Now | know this article is for the February Pathway, but I'm writing it
in January, and this month of January is special enough to have just
a few more thoughts sent out to you. We are a Church of people
who share the love of God through faith and action, welcoming all.
Here, faith, hope and love abide, and we understand that the
greatest of these is love. Christ is born.

A new year has begun. We have a brand-new pastor. Reverend Russ
Roth came on board as of January 1*. He and his beautiful family
moved to the Rochester area over the next two weeks, and
Reverend Russ preached for the first time on January 18™. It was a
full house. We are so blessed that God led Reverend Russ to accept
our call, and we welcome the Roth family to the family that is
Webster Presbyterian Church. Our new and returning Elders and
Deacons have been ordained and/or installed, and our Trustees have
been honored for their service. In this Church we all work together.

When this Pathway goes to print, we will have completed our
Congregational Meeting on January 25™. Our committees will have
given their year-end report, our budget will have been approved,
four at-large members of the Nominating Committee will have been
elected, and the business of the Church will continue uninterrupted.
We are so blessed.

Please carefully read this entire issue of Pathway. Every committee,
every group will update you on continuing and upcoming activities.
Opportunities for new adventures in the life of our church and its
people are there. Be among the first to take up the challenges.

And God bless us, everyone.

Kathy Barbehenn, Clerk of Session

Join us Sunday Mornings at 9:30

in the Sanctuary or on Live-stream.

thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA
Facebook: http://facebook.com/Websterpres/

ALL ARE WELCOME.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzM5-thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzM5-thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA
http://facebook.com/Websterpres/

Deacons’ Doings

The Deacons would like to welcome two new members to our team:
Linnaea Nifong and Kate Waas will be joining us. Sarah Stein will be
stepping down after 4 years of service. We thank Sarah for her
commitment to many committees over her 4 years.

Deacons would also like to remind everyone that you are welcome
to bring a beverage into the Sanctuary as long as it has a secure lid,
but please do not bring any treats in there; treats have crumbs,
which cause issues. Thank you for your help with this.

Food Barrel - Webster Hope is working hard to support
neighbors in need, and they could really use our help. A small
donation of non-perishable food can go a long way
toward feeding local families. Webster Hope
reports a current need for canned pineapples,
canned beets, flour, sugar, cooking oil, and cleaning
products. Thank you for sharing the love of Christ
with our community!

Trustees’ Corner

We are starting off the year with a bang... actually a
brrrrrrrrr. 1t’s cold out there. The cold brings snow
and ice along for the ride. As an extra measure of
caution, we have purchased signs for the parking lot
to remind our members and guests to walk carefully
and slowly. Think of penguins: short, steady steps
bring us to the building safely and upright.

We do our best to keep the sidewalks free of ice.
The Trustees arrive early on Sundays to clear the
walkways and apply salt as needed; however, sometimes the ice
forms later in the morning. Should you see a patch that has not been
treated, please reach out to a Trustee, or feel free to salt the spot
yourself. We keep buckets of salt near the southern and northern
entrances for that purpose.

We are currently entertaining bids for the Sanctuary roof
replacement. We are looking at a variety of options, including
replacing with asphalt shingles, metal, and rubber membrane. We
hope to have our three bids completed by late February so work
may commence during the summer months.

We are reactivating our Emergency Action Planning Committee. This
is a cross-board panel that focuses on various safety-related issues
within the church.

We successfully renewed our lease with Heritage Christian Services.
They signed up for another three years and have taken on some
additional space within the building. They originally occupied Room
11/12. Under the new lease, they now occupy Room 11/12, plus Rooms
5 and 6 in the CE wing. We would like to thank the church groups
that were affected by the new lease. Heart and Hand graciously
moved to Room 4 and the Chimers moved into the infant room in

the Nursery.
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Notes from the PNC

In December of 2024, the Webster
Presbyterian Church congregation elected
a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC),
composed of Beth Algase, Elissa Burke,
Doreen Clark, Lee Ann Daigle, Todd Fargo,
Scott Hewlett, and John Kubiniec, after the
unexpected exit of Pastor Nadia Mullin. We
immediately got to work, and with the help
of the Pastoral Transitions Commission
(PTC) of the Presbytery of the Genesee
Valley, organized our Ministry Discernment
Profile (MDP) to post on the PCUSA’s
Church Leadership Connection (CLC)
website, the tool used by PCUSA to search
for pastoral candidates. Once posted, we
began to receive “matches” from pastors
looking for positions.

The PNC reviewed a total of 54 potential
candidates, invited 27 to apply for the
position, offered/prepared seven first
interviews, and offered three second
interviews.

Throughout the search, the PNC gelled
together and found a rhythm and a process
that worked well for us. The group
represented the diversity of the
congregation well, while working together
respectfully and with a clear goal of what
we were looking for in a pastor.

In October, we asked Session to call a
congregational meeting to present our
candidate for our installed pastor. The
meeting was held on November 9", and
Reverend Russ Roth was approved by
congregational vote to be the next pastor
of the WPC.

The PNC would like to thank the
congregation for your support and
patience throughout the process. It is
difficult to know that work is being done,
but not have any idea how the process is
going, so the congregation’s forbearance
was much appreciated.

On a personal note, | would like to express
my appreciation to all of the PNC
members. We all took time away from our
family lives and activities, and at times it
became stressful, but | have come to know
these people and consider them friends.
WPC is lucky to have such dedicated
people so committed to moving the church
into the future and keeping it relevant to
its congregation and the community.

Thank you for your time,
Todd Fargo, PNC co-chair



® Heart and Hand

After delaying our start date

by a week in January, Heart &
Hand began the new year on January
23", We are in the middle of making
wheelchair bags for men at The Edna
Tina Wilson Living Center. John Kubiniec,
who is the Chaplain there, informed us
that they are needed and would be
much appreciated. We will probably be
assembling kits for others to help us
with this project.
We will follow that up on February 20™
with flannel incubator covers for the
NICU at Rochester General Hospital. This
is one of our absolute favorite activities.

Perhaps you will be able to join us that
Friday. Until then, may the Lord keep
you warm and well.

Worship and Music

The Worship and Music Committee is
excited to begin planning for the Lenten
season alongside Rev. Russ. Our journey
begins with a special worship service on
Ash Wednesday, February 18th. We will
share details soon.

Our committee’s goal is to make our
services as meaningful and spirit-filled as
possible, and in order to do that, we
need your input. What elements of
worship resonate most with you? What
would you like to see more of? Your
feedback is valuable and essential to our

process.
Reach out to anyone on our committee;
we’d love to hear from you!

Heather Hewlett, Lee Ann Daigle, Jackie
Anderson, Sally Turner, John Kubiniec,
and Janet Chippero.

Mission Update

Blanket Sunday Offering
In 2025, Church World Service gave out 17,317 blankets to families in
need due to natural disasters, poverty and homelessness. Generous
donations have given families near and far comfort when they
needed it the most.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to love our neighbors -
especially in their time of need. A donation of $10 will provide a
blanket for someone in need of warmth, protection, peace and
comfort. Envelopes for this outreach project are in the Sanctuary
chair racks until February 15™. Donations can also be sent to the
church office, indicating that it is for Blanket Sunday. In the book of
Matthew, Chapter 25:40, Jesus said, “l was in need and you cared for
me”’. Any amount, small or large, will make a difference to someone.
It is an opportunity to share the love of Christ with those who need it
most.
Tamale Sale to benefit ESWA

For many years, the church has supported the Eastern Service
Workers Association (ESWA) in its ministry to low-income individuals
in the Rochester area, providing emergency food, clothing, utility bill
advocacy, and other forms of assistance. This year again, ESWA will
be preparing tamales for sale as part of their Super Bowl Sunday
Winter Survival Campaign. Would you like to learn how to prepare
authentic Mexican tamales? Help is needed during the day at a church
in Rochester at specific times on February 4"-7". Tamales may be
ordered for pickup or delivery on Super Bow!l Sunday, February 8.
Tony Hubbard is the mission committee member helping ESWA with
this event. Contact Tony at 265-1224 or tghubbard65@gmail.com or
look for him after worship on January 25 or February 1* to learn
how you can help, or to order tamales.

Adult Ed with Trinity Emmanuel
On January 18, we were fortunate to welcome Donna Gipner from
Trinity Emmanuel, who shared the important work they do through
the Saturday Morning Breakfast Café and the Personal Care Items
Distribution programs. These are ministries that the WPC Mission
Committee has and hopes to continue providing support. It was
interesting to hear more details about each one.

Donna spoke about how these initiatives began and how they have
evolved over the past three years. On average, around 90 people
attend breakfast, which is served three Saturdays each month. It is
very important that participants are given choices, so they select
their meals from a menu upon arrival. All meals are cooked to order
and served directly to guests at their tables. Donna also shared
touching stories about some of the individuals who participate in the
breakfasts.

It was truly an inspiring presentation. Thank you to everyone who
attended.

Christmas Joy Offering
During December, we once again collected donations for the
PCUSA’s annual offering that is used to provide financial assistance to
needy retired and current Presbyterian pastors and church workers
and to give aid to financially-needy students of color at Presbyterian-
supported colleges throughout the US. In total, we collected $820 for
this PCUSA Special Offering this year. Thank you!
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Learning for a Lifetime

Adult Ed classes begin at 10:45 am and are in Room 9/10 .

February1  “Abortion: Finding Common Ground” is a chapter in
Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White by Adam
Hamilton. We will practice “seeing gray” as we
discuss this controversial topic from both sides as
followers of Jesus. Feel free to join the discussion
even if you missed the video series in November.

February 8  Camp Joy Presentation. See article to the right.

February 15 We continue Into the Mess once again with “A Day
In the Life,” p. 73 and “Go and Do Likewise,” p. 125.
Come hear Debie Thomas’ “new” interpretations of
these familiar Jesus Stories.

February 22 Lenten Series Begins - Final Days: A Lenten Journey
Through the Gospels. This Lent, join us as we ponder
the themes of justice, poverty, freedom, and love.

-

Spiritual Nurture

We of the Spiritual Nurture Committee, Bob Blakey, Nancy
Duquette, and Barb Hach, are excited to have had our first meeting
with our new pastor, Russ Roth, to discuss our Lenten plans. We
received a number of very positive comments about the Advent
devotional that was emailed to the congregation. The same
talented author, Presbyterian Outlook Publisher/Editor Teri
McDowell Ott, has prepared a very timely and relevant Lenten
devotional - Discipleship in a Divided Age.

As we prepare to enter Lent, many of us are carrying uncertainty,
exhaustion, or concern for a world that feels increasingly
fractured. The Lenten devotional follows the Gospel of Matthew
and speaks directly into our moment. Through daily reflections,
thoughtful questions, and weekly visio divina practices, this
resource invites us to live faithfully amid division and uncertainty.

You will be emailed this meaningful devotional before Ash
Wednesday, February 18™. Need a printed copy? Contact Janet in
the church office at jchippero@websterpres.org or 265-9700.

Also, please let us know what you think of the Lenten devotional -
we seek to continuously improve our spiritual practices and tools
as we grow our spirituality together. This is Bob Blakey wishing
you, on behalf of Barb, Nancy, and me, a blessed Lenten season.

Camp Joy

Camp Joy, an overnight summer camp
that serves adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities, started in
1982. Camp Joy is located on the
Rochester Rotary Sunshine Campus in
Rush, NY.

Camp Joy is completely volunteer-run
and operated. Throughout the day, there
are eighteen different activity choices for
the campers to take part in. While at
camp, a camper’s disability is not the
focus of the camp; independence and
ability are stressed in every program in
which a camper participates.

Camp Joy, led by the Holy Spirit, will seek
to provide a Christ-centered residential
camp for persons with disabilities. We
strive to bring the word of God to our
campers on their level of understanding.
Our prayer is that campers and staff will
grow together in the love of Christ.

Join us on February 8" during Adult Ed
to learn more about how you may be
able to support this local mission
through gifts in kind, preparation for
camp, volunteering at camp or making a
tax-deductible financial contribution.
There are volunteer opportunities for all
activity and ability levels. Camp Joy is a
501c3 not-for-profit. We look forward to
the opportunity to share this experience
with you.

'4* "v* 3 Monroe County in Bloom '4* "v* :

Did you know WPC has planted and cared for a garden on the corner of Schlegel and Phillips Roads? In 1998, Don
Lewis and WPC Men’s Fellowship said “yes” to a request from Monroe County to beautify our neighborhood! Here
we are, 28 years later, still planting and maintaining our garden. Throughout the years, we have had many church
members help with the gardening. Over the last two years, because of the sewer project in the area, we have done
minimal care for the garden and even wondered if we would still have one. Now that the project is finished and the
large equipment has been removed, we can resume caring for the garden! We need new garden energy and
enthusiasm to plant, weed, water and maintain it. We order plants and mulch from Monroe County and plant in early
June. Then members sign up for a few days in the summer to weed and water. It is truly ok to pray for rain on your
garden weeks! We would love to have more members on our committee to divide the weeks of the summer. The
more the merrier! Interested? Questions? Please call Elaine Wilbert at 585-503-9141.
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One in Christ
“Reflecting On My Journey”’
Lee Ann Daigle

In his first sermon at WPC, Pastor Russ told us we’re on a journey. | like that idea. | want to be on a journey. It reminds
me that I’m going somewhere. Moving forward. | haven’t always been a visible advocate for LGBTQIA+ rights and affir-
mation. | wasn’t ready. It’s been a journey.

Beginning of the journey: | never condemned gay people... and | didn’t really know anything about transgender peo-
ple, but their lives didn’t seem to affect how I lived my life, so at best, | was quietly accepting. | had some gay friends
and acquaintances. | knew they were good people. | knew | liked them, but there was still an “otherness”. That’s no
longer true for me. I’d like to say that | traveled so far on this journey on my own steam, but the truth is: | had a secret
weapon. My daughter.

Now, as much as | like a journey, | also like to know where I’'m going. I’'m a planner, with one foot (or maybe two) in the
door of being an overthinker. In 2001, | began the journey of parenting, fraught with all of the twists and turns that
road can take. Still, | knew basically what road | was on and | could plan accordingly. | had an amazing, healthy daugh-
ter! This motherhood road would have all the joys of childhood and would eventually lead me to some adult child good
stuff. Right? Things like a wedding and a son-in-law (I never had any brothers, so this sounded fun!) and maybe grand-
kids who arrived in the “expected” way. | thought | was on that road. Until | wasn’t. During their (more on “their” pro-
nouns later) junior year of high school, my daughter shared with Steve and me that they were gay. This was a new
road. In hindsight, | can tell you what a blessing it was to have your child trust you enough to share this openly. And
that it wasn’t a complete surprise.

| am a bit of a people pleaser (although I’m getting better with age) and | don’t like people around me to feel uncom-
fortable. After | worried about what this meant for my daughter (would they experience discrimination and cruelty?),
I’m ashamed to tell you that one of my first considerations was how this would make other people feel. Would sharing
this with family and friends make THEM uncomfortable, and in turn, make ME uncomfortable? | also tried to take a little
side path and tell myself that maybe it was just a “phase”, a misunderstanding my daughter had with their own intel-
lect. Growth is uncomfortable. Change is uncomfortable. Was this really where we were going? | looked for a way
around it, but then trust intervened. Trust that my daughter was the best person to tell me who they were inside. Trust
that God had created this unique human being and would help me walk this new road. And God did. (Also, way back in
1987, God had also given me the kindest man | have ever known to be my husband and parenting partner, so | was not
alone on this journey!)

Pastor Russ also told us in his sermon that discipleship means “to study”. I’'m a reader, so | began to read and to learn:
science facts about being gay, history, personal stories, and biblical scholars. The more I learned, the more | grew and
the discomfort faded. The otherness faded. But... there was another turn in the road. My daughter is also non-binary. A
non-binary person recognizes that they have male or female biology/anatomy, but their brain doesn’t really align com-
pletely with either of those two genders. (This is also true of transgender people, but their brain tells them they are the
opposite of their biology and anatomy.) For my daughter, being called “she” just never felt right. (The only way | can
relate is when someone accidentally calls me “Lou Ann” or “Leah”. It’s close, but it’s not quite right.) For a non-binary
person, “they” can be the right fit. So, now it was time for more reading and study. | learned that non-binary and
transgender people have existed in all cultures for as long as history has been recorded.

Remembering to use they/them pronouns after so many years of she/her was a challenge and I still make mistakes, but
the effort is worth it. Why wouldn’t | want to speak of someone in a way that recognizes and honors who they are?

So now you know that my daughter was my secret weapon on my journey, but | also had the advantage of being a
teacher. Over the years, I’ve had the opportunity to learn from researchers, educators and mental health professionals
— and most importantly from interacting with hundreds of unique and wonderful children throughout my career.

The journey continues for me. And guess what? | do know transgender people! There’s a whole world of beautiful peo-
ple out there to know and love. Pastor Russ reminded us that if we are heading toward Christ, we won’t get lost, at
least not for long. That’s the road | want to take.

PS-1 am always happy to share my experiences and to listen to the experiences of others. If you ever want to talk, just
reach out. Talking helps. So does chocolate.

VIV VYV



SHINE - Church School Update

Friendships are an important part of life. Developing friendships
becomes a new and exciting adventure for children. Most kids are
extremely loyal to their friends and will do everything they can to
make sure their friends are happy. They need guidance to develop
healthy friendships that will last. Through lessons of Jesus’ ministry,
kids will learn how to comfort each other, how to build loyalty and
how real friends support each other.

February 1 Jesus heals a paralyzed man.

February 8 The story of Zacchaeus - Friends stick up for each
other.

February 15 Jesus calms the storm - Friends comfort each
other when afraid.

February 22 Jesus calls His disciples - Friends don’t ask you to
do wrong things.

March 1 Crafts/Games

Our stewardship giving continues.

We are committed to sending monthly support for Maxinne Amigo
through Little Children of the Philippines. She is in her 3™ year of
college studying Tourism Management. We have supported
Maxinne since she was a very young child. We also give what we can
to Crackerbox Palace animal rescue center in Alton, NY. For us to
continue supporting Maxinne and helping the animals at
Crackerbox, we need the children in SHINE to take part in bringing
their offering each week. Boxes of envelopes are available in the
SHINE classroom and on a table across from the CCE office.

v Se hv

Women’s Bible
Study

Women’s  Bible Study is
continuing the second half of
the Book of Isaiah and will

Women’s Circles

Naomi Circle will meet at 1:00
pm on Wednesday, February
1™ in the Memorial Room for
fun and games!

King Circle will meet at 10:00
am on Thursday, February 12
in the Memorial Room for a
discussion based on the book,
Into the Mess by Debie Thomas.

Rachel Circle will meet on
Monday, February 23™ at 6:00
pm in the Memorial Room to
share their wedding albums,
memories, and cake! »

begin a Lenten Series on
February 22" (to  be
announced). The group meets
in Room 9/10 on Tuesday
mornings at 9:00.

February Bell
Schedules

Glory Bells — Rehearsals are on
Thursday mornings at 9:00.
No rehearsal on 2/19.

Alleluia Bells - Rehearsals are
on Thursday evenings at 6:00.
No rehearsal on 2/19.

Memory Verse

Beloved, let us love one another,
because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of

God and knows God.
. | John 4:7
' \
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Lectionary Readings

February 1

Old Testament  Micah 6:1-8

Psalm Psalm 15

New Testament | Corinthians 1:18-31
Gospel Matthew 5:1-12
February 8

Old Testament  Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm Psalm 112:1-10

New Testament | Corinthians 2:1-16
Gospel Matthew 5:13-20

February 15 - Transfiguration of the Lord
Old Testament  Exodus 24:12-18

Psalm Psalm 2
New Testament |l Peter 1:16-21
Gospel Matthew 17:1-9

February 18 - Ash Wednesday
Old Testament  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Psalm Psalm 51:1-17

New Testament Il Corinthians 5:20b-
6:10

Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 22 - 1st Sunday in Lent
Old Testament  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

Psalm Psalm 32
New Testament Romans 5:12-19
Gospel Matthew 4:1-11

The MARCH Pathway deadline
is FEBRUARY 20"

Email articles to
jchippero@websterpres.org and
ghubbard@websterpres.org




