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A Note from the Pastor 
In the month ahead, I will be starting a new member class for those who 
would like to join the church. I like to try to keep the process simple by 
breaking it down into three easy classes; History, Theology, and Polity.  

At this point, many of you probably are familiar with the history of this 
church. For the History session, I’ll be borrowing from our own 
anniversary pamphlet along with a look at general church history.  

Theology is something we hear all the time; it’s preached from the pulpit. 
Though we may not know more of the minutia—and this class can’t delve 
that deeply either—there are Bible studies and theology books to help us 
understand a little better.  

The last part, Polity, is what people in the church overlook the most. You 
know your history and somewhere along the way heard of John Knox and 
John Calvin, and you have the basics of theology, but we almost never 
discuss how we actually function except during confirmation. For instance: 
do you know what a “confession” is? (Hint: its not that thing Catholics do.) 
Did you know that we have an entire Book of Confessions, or that you’re 
at least passingly familiar with one or two of them? Did you know we have 
a Book of Order? It tells your pastor what I can and can’t do, what your 
Session is allowed to do, the responsibilities of Deacons, and even your 
responsibilities as a member of the church. If this intrigues you, and you’re 
already a member, there is no need to “rejoin,” but you are more than 
welcome to sit in on the class on Polity. It’s always an important part of 
why we are Presbyterian, how we function, and a reminder of who’s really 
in charge. And if you’re not a member, we would love to have you join us.  

Rev. Russ 
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We are followers of Jesus Christ,  

living and sharing the love of God  

through faith and action,  

welcoming all. 

Contact Us: 
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and Thursdays. 

Office phone:  

585-265-9700 

Office email:  

office@websterpres.org 
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Yay!! Real Spring is here, even if mixed with a wee bit of Winter and 
a smidgen of Summer. And, along with our friends and neighbors, 
WPC is well into Spring cleanup. Lawns are being mowed, gardens 
are being prepared for planting, seeds and plants are being 
purchased, and pots are being filled with the brilliant colors of 
flowers. Our roadside sign garden always needs weeding and 
watering. Maybe you can help. 

Did you know that Hope Ministries has over 20 huge raised beds for 
vegetables, which are cultivated each year and cared for by 
VOLUNTEERS? The produce goes to the people of Webster who 
seek aid from Hope Ministries. What a great family project. Call Hope 
Ministries if you would like to help weed, water, or pick and sort. 

Look around and see what works for you and/or  
your family. It’s fun to be in the sun and even 
better to have fun with the love of the  
Son walking with you. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Barbehenn, Clerk of Session 

It’s Picnic Time! - The Deacons will be hosting the Annual Church 
Picnic on June 14th. All are welcome to attend. It is Music Sunday and 

the picnic will begin right after church. The Deacons 
will provide drinks, place settings, hot dogs, rolls, 
and condiments. We will need those attending to 
sign up for salads, desserts, etc. Please look for the 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex on May 24th, 31st, and 
June 7th. We look forward to seeing you at this 
annual event! 

Food Barrel  -  Spring is a season of hope and growth! Thank you 
for donating to our community neighbors in need and providing 
hope for a better tomorrow. Webster Hope is currently 
asking for the following items for their food pantry: 
coffee, canned pineapples, canned beets, pasta, 
crackers, and pasta sauce. You can drop your donations 
off in the Food Barrel bins located by the upper 
entrance. Thank you for your generosity! 

Deacons’ Doings 

A Note from Session 

Join us Sunday Mornings at 9:30  
in the Sanctuary or on Live-stream. 

YouTube: https:www.youtube.com/channel/UCzM5-

thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA 

Facebook:   http://facebook.com/Websterpres/ 

ALL  ARE  WELCOME. 

Trustees’ Corner 
Spring has sprung, and it’s time to 
start thinking about spring clean-up.  

Spring Work Day 
Please join the Trustees for our 

biannual church cleaning. 

Saturday, May 9th     9:00 am to noon 
We have a number of 
indoor and outdoor 
projects to complete. 
You supply the labor, 
and we’ll supply 
breakfast and coffee. 
Rain date is scheduled for May 16th.  

Join us even if only for an hour or two! 

We are currently experiencing 
plumbing issues. Our pipes are old and 
rough, which means they clog quite 
easily. We have arranged to have our 
main sewage pipe chain-knocked, a 
process that will remove the burrs that 
snag materials and lead to clogs. This is 
a temporary measure, and we are 
investigating alternatives for a more 
permanent solution. In the meantime, 
we need your help to keep things 
flowing smoothly. Please flush only 
toilet tissue. Paper towels, wipes, and 
feminine hygiene products must be 
disposed of in the small trash cans 
located in the stalls. 

A new roof is in our future. The 
Trustees reviewed 3 bids for replacing 
the Sanctuary roof and have selected 
Ontario Exteriors to perform the work. 
This project will involve a complete 
reroof, including removal of the old 
shingles, replacement of plywood as 
needed, and installation of new 40-
year asphalt shingles. We do not yet 
have a start date, but we will share 
updates as soon as one is confirmed. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzM5-thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzM5-thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA
http://facebook.com/Websterpres/
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May Bell Schedules 
Glory Bells – will perform their Spring 
Concert series on Thursday mornings as 
follows: 

May 7 Maplewood Nursing Home 

May 14 Valley Manor Senior Community 

May 21 Marquis at the Woods  
 Senior Apartments 

Alleluia Bells – will rehearse on all 
Thursdays in May at 6:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye and Thank You to 
Glory Bells! 

Glory Bells is a bell choir made up of 
ringers from several different churches. 
It was formed in 2013 as a choir that 
would provide a concert at 3 different 
nursing homes at both Christmastime 
and in May of every year. The choir has 
faithfully kept that commitment. 

The senior centers have very much 
enjoyed having this choir entertain them 
at these times. However, after 13 years, 
the choir will be disbanding.  

As their director, I thank all of the 
ringers involved over these past 13 years 
for their time and devotion. The ringers 
in the choir thank Webster Presbyterian 
Church for having been a sponsor of 
sorts, allowing us to use the bells for this 
outreach. 

Jackie Anderson 

  Worship and Music 
               Music Sunday 
Summer is on the horizon! Please plan to worship 
with us on Sunday, June 14th, for Music Sunday. We 
are looking forward to hearing from our Chancel 
Choir, Alleluia Bells, and the Shine Kids! It is always a 
special day in the life of our church family.  

Your Worship and Music Committee hopes you can be with us. 

Summer Music 
Calling all musicians for summer worship: After June 14th, the 
Chancel Choir and Alleluia Bells will be on their summer hiatus. 
Please consider offering special music during worship this summer. 
Singers and instrumentalists are welcome. Please contact Lee Ann 
Daigle at 585-899-0120 or ladaigle65@gmail.com.  

Upcoming Concerts 
May 2 - Genesee Valley Orchestra & Chorus Spring Concert 

We are fortunate to have the Genesee Valley Chorus & Orchestra 
perform its Spring concert right here at WPC on May 2nd at 7 pm. A 
Golden Journey Sacred & Secular in Harmony celebrates the group’s 
50th anniversary. Tickets are $20 for adults & $15 for students & 
seniors and can be purchased at the door or with PayPal at gvoc.org. 

May 17 - Alleluia Bell Concert 

 MAY 17 
 3:00 pm 

Join us in the Sanctuary 

for a handbell  

concert with the        

ALLELUIA BELL CHOIR 

We’ll be playing some old 

favorites along with some 

new ones, and as a special 

treat, the GLORY BELLS will 

be starting things off for us! 

Bring your friends and family!  

We hope to see you there! 
Concert is free and open to all. 
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Learning for a Lifetime 
Adult Ed classes begin at 10:45 am and are in Room 9/10 . 

May 3 Join the ONE in Christ Committee for the second of 
two Sundays discussing Sarah McBride’s book, 
Tomorrow Will Be Different. Please join us, whether 
you have read the book or not, for this important 
discussion. We will be focusing on the themes of 
Identity, Compassion and Grace, Justice and Equality, 
Hope, and Discipleship and Action.  

May 10 No Class - Happy Mother’s Day 

May 17 Pilate’s Question: What is Truth? Join us for a 
discussion led by Tony Hubbard. 

May 24 No Class - Memorial Day Weekend 

May 31 Summer Mission Presentation by the Mission 
Committee. Watch for more information in upcoming 
bulletin announcements. 

Spiritual Nurture 
This is Bob Blakey with some exciting 
news from the SNC team. 

Last year, many of you participated in a 
survey about what helps you feel closer 
to God. One of the most meaningful and 
consistent responses was simple and 
powerful - nature. 

There is something deeply spiritual 
about stepping outside, slowing down, 
and allowing God’s presence to meet us 
in the beauty of creation. One of the 
most meaningful ways to do this is 
through a mindful walk - quieting our 
busy minds and opening our hearts to 
God. 

This spring, we are planning a Mindful 
Nature Walk right here on our church 
property. We are partnering with a 
trained specialist who will guide us in 
experiencing nature in a deeper, more 
intentional way. While many of us 
already enjoy walking trails or spending 
time outdoors, this guided experience 
will offer new practices to help deepen 
your relationship with God through the 
natural world. 

More details will be shared soon - so stay 
tuned! 

Nancy Duquette, Barb Hach, and I wish 
you a beautiful spring filled with 
moments of peace, renewal, and 
spiritual growth. 

ONE in Christ 
We are reminded in Galatians 5:13, “You, my brothers and sisters, 
were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge...rather serve one another humbly with love.” 

It is with joy and gratitude that your ONE in Christ committee 
recognizes and thanks Barb Hach for her 3 years of leadership, 
including the startup for this active group, dedicated and 
committed to supporting those who are marginalized, including 
our LGBTQIA neighbors and friends. I am excited to continue to 
grow in the footsteps Barb has generously created, and I am 
grateful for the opportunity to learn from our eager and energetic 
group.  

On May 3rd, we invite you to join us for the second of two Adult Ed. 
discussions on the text, Tomorrow Will Be Different, by Sarah 
McBride, a pathbreaking Presbyterian whose achievements as the 
first openly transgender Congresswoman extend beyond politics. 
We welcome any and all to share and connect through discussions 
on her personal journey and insights on advocacy. Please join us, 
even if you haven’t read the book or were unable to attend the first 
Adult Ed. discussion. 

On behalf of the ONE in Christ Committee: Shirley Crane, Lee Ann 
Daigle, Barb Hach, John Kubiniec, Abbey Mayer, and, as the new 
committee lead, Alissa Mayer 

New Member Classes 
We will be holding a new member class this spring for anyone who 
would like to become a member of our church family. Classes will 
be held in the Memorial Room after worship on May 17th, 31st, and 
June 7th. Come to get to know Pastor Russ Roth, learn about the 
church, and explore your faith as a member of WPC. Interested? 
Call the church office (585-265-9700) or Elaine Wilbert (585-503-
9141). We welcome you into our church family with open arms! 

Typewriter Needed 
The church office is in need of a 
typewriter. If you have one that you can 
donate or loan for a short time, please 
give the office a call at 585-265-9700. 
Thank you! 
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Mission Update 
Cameron Community Ministries 

Summer Clothing Collection – Until Sunday, May 17th, we are 
collecting gently used and new Spring/Summer Clothing for 
Cameron’s Clothing Store. Blue bins with yellow signs are in the 
Narthex and upper hallway for your donations. Men’s clothing is 
their highest priority, BUT they gladly accept women’s and 
children’s clothing as well, which they then distribute to needy and 
homeless folks in their very poor section of 
Rochester. Search your clothing closets and/or 
consider shopping at local discount stores for 
gently used or new items to donate. At this time, 
only donate items to be worn in the upcoming 
warmer weather. Thank you in advance for your 
generous donations! 

Adult Ed Presentation – After worship on April 19th, Madeline 
Martinez (executive director), Jim Stockmaster (chair of the board 
of directors), and Jim’s wife, Adele (kitchen chef), joined us for an 
Adult Ed talk about Cameron’s ministry to low-income people in the 
Lyell/Otis neighborhood in Rochester. Meals are offered five days a 
week, the food pantry provides supplemental food for individuals 
and families, there is a program for young children, an ambassador 
program for people dealing with addiction issues, and a store 
offering free clothing for the needy. In addition to financial support, 
there is a need for volunteers to help with the various programs. If 
you are interested in learning how you can volunteer, you may call 
Madeline at 254-2697 x106. WPC provides an annual gift of $4,500 
from the church budget and conducts summer (now underway) and 
winter clothing drives. As a thank you for the visit, the church gave 
Cameron Community Ministries a gift of $500.  

One Great Hour of Sharing Recap 
The annual One Great Hour of Sharing appeal officially ended on 
April 12th. Once again, the WPC congregation has shown its 
generosity and caring by contributing over $2700 to this appeal. 
These monies will be used to serve the most vulnerable around the 
world, offering aid to people lacking access to life’s necessities. 
Thanks be to God and all who contributed to these donations. 

Coldwater House 
On April 20th, the Mission Committee visited the Coldwater House, a 
ministry of The Open Door Mission. We learned that Coldwater 
House provides temporary housing for homeless women and a 
program to help them find a path to finding employment and 
housing of their own. The building can accommodate twelve 
women and their children up to eighteen years of age. As a thank 
you for the tour, the church gave Coldwater House a gift of $500. 

Attention Golfers!  
On Monday, May 18th, Open Door Mission is hosting their 26th 
Annual 18 Hole Golf Classic at Midvale Country Club as a fundraiser 

for their various ministries to support the homeless, 
hungry, addicted, unemployed, etc. If you or anyone you 
know is interested, contact the host, Chris Scribani of 
Open Door Mission at: 
cscribani@opendoormission.com or at 585-454-6696 by 
no later than May 11th. 

The JUNE Pathway deadline is 
MAY 20th 

Email articles to                                    
jchippero@websterpres.org and 

ghubbard@websterpres.org 

The Pathway takes a hiatus during the 
summer months. June will be the last 

edition until September. 

Heart and Hand 

John Sankok was able to 
visit us from April 11th to 
the 16th! We were 

delighted to be able to spend time with 
him and to hear of the growth of the 
clinics that he manages on the Mara in 
Kenya. Several members of the 
congregation hosted John for a variety 
of tours in the Rochester area. One of 
the highlights, arranged by Barbara 
Hach, was to be able to tour the 
wonderful NICU at Rochester General 
Hospital. This was especially of interest 
to Heart & Hand because we have made 
incubator blanket covers for them for 
several years. We are in the process of 
making them this month.  

Because John was here, we did an 
additional sewing session plus extra 
“homework” to make fleece receiving 
blankets for babies born in the Mara 
clinics. We were able to complete 75 to 
which 53 pieces of gently used baby 
clothes, purchased by the Mission 
Committee, were added. All were 
vacuum-packed in a large duffel bag, 
which John was happy to carry home to 
his wife, Grace, who oversees the 
maternity portion of the clinics.  

mailto:cscribani@opendoormission.com
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Mission Update - continued 
John Sankok Visit:  From April 11th to the 16th, we were honored to 
host our very dear friend: John Sankok. Our relationship with John 
dates back to 2000, and his recent visit was a wonderful reminder of 
the vital work he leads in Kenya’s remote Maasai Mara region. John 
oversees two very special mission projects: 

1. Medical Care in the Wild: John manages 14 medical clinics—four 
of which have grown into hospitals—serving remote tribal areas 
where medical facilities are otherwise nonexistent. Over the 
years, our church community has supported these efforts by 
donating everything from baby blankets and clothing to small 
medical equipment, to funding fresh-water wells and 
incinerators. Many of our own mission teams saw this impact 
firsthand during mission trips to Kenya between 2000 and 2016. 

2. Empowering Maasai Girls: In a culture where education for girls 
ends in 8th grade, John sponsors at least four teenage Maasai 
girls so they can attend either high school or college. This 
provides these girls opportunities beyond early marriage and 
traditional work within their tribe. And it is no small task for John 
to convince the girl’s father to allow his daughter to continue her 
education! We have proudly contributed to this educational 
sponsorship for over 15 years. 

While John was here, he stayed with the McNearys and interacted 
with us and others in many ways, including speaking during our 
service on April 12th and informally in the Social Room after the 
service. John visited some of our members, particularly those who 
had been on a mission trip(s) to Kenya for supper or for other social 
time. He toured Intervol and the RRH Neonatal Center to gain 
medical insights, and some “fun” local highlights such as the 
Planetarium and Springdale Farm’s 
totally automated milking machine.  

Thanks to our Special Mission Gifts 
fund, we were able to provide John 
with an extra $1,500 for his travel and 
projects, supplemented by some 
generous personal donations from 
some members. 

Women’s Circles 
Naomi Circle will meet on Wednesday, 
May 13th, at 1:00 pm at the home of 
Elaine Wilbert for a Bible Study.  

King Circle will meet on Thursday, May 
14th at 10:00 am in the Memorial Room. 
Polly Sadler will lead the program based 
on Alternative Healing Methods.   

Rachel Circle will not meet in May, but 
will have a potluck dinner on Monday, 
June 1st  at 6:00 pm in the Memorial 
Room. 

Church Family News 
During April we prayed for:  

Ruth Fischer and Lou Ann Wadhams 
(Beth Petrino’s mother) 

Thank You 
From our Scouting Unit 425 

Thank you very much for your very 
generous donations to our food drive. 
Your support means a lot to us. With 
your help and donations at Webster 
Schools, we were able to donate 241 
pounds of food to the Webster 
Community Chest. Thanks again! 

- Members of Scouting Troop 425 
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May Memory Verse 
And whatever you do, in work or deed, 

do everything in the name of the         
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to                    
God the Father through him. 

Colossians 3:17 

Lectionary Readings 
May 3 
Old Testament Proverbs 4:10-18 
Psalm Psalm 119:9-32 
New Testament I Peter 2:2-10 
Gospel John 14:1-14 

May 10 
Old Testament  Ezekiel 34:1-7a 
Psalm Psalm 115 
New Testament I Peter 3:13-22 
Gospel John 14:15-21 

May 17 
Old Testament  Isaiah 45:1-7 
Psalm Psalm 21:1-7 
New Testament I Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Gospel John 17:1-11 
May 24 - Day of Pentecost 
Old Testament  Numbers 11:24-30 
Psalm Psalm 104:24-35b 
New Testament I Corinthians 12:3b-13 
Gospel John 20:19-23 

May 31 - Trinity Sunday 
Old Testament  Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a 
Psalm Psalm 8 
New Testament II Corinthians 13:11-13 
Gospel Matthew 28:16-20 

Church School Update 
Songs of praise, inspiration, encouragement – 
worship is a time of fellowship with brothers and 
sisters in Christ. For adults, worship services afford 
peace and tranquility. 

Reminding us that God is with us, peaceful images come to us and 
comfort us whenever we experience and take part in worship. 

Uncomfortable seats, adults talking, songs they don’t understand – 
young children may not experience a worship service the same as 
adults do. We cannot expect children to have meaningful worship 
experiences when they are adults if we don’t provide opportunities 
for them to be part of the worship service and to learn through 
experience what it truly means to worship the God who loves and 
cares for them. 

Our next month of lessons provides opportunities for the children to 
understand WHY we worship and HOW we can worship, no matter 
where we are. 

May 3 Crafts/Games - Return to worship for Communion 

May 10 God wants us to know him – God speaks to Moses 

May 17 Worship is showing God that we love him – the Psalms 
 show love for God 

May 24 A lesson on Pentecost 

May 31 NO SHINE CLASS – Children remain in worship  
 The Youth Class will be leading worship 

June 7 Pancake Party!!  Our last SHINE class. 

June 14 NO SHINE CLASS - MUSIC SUNDAY   
 SHINE kids will sing  

NOTE:  

The kids will be singing in church on Music Sunday, June 14th. 
LeeAnn Daigle has been working with the kids each week on their 
song. They will be joined by the adult choir. They will be singing at 
the end of the service and should sit with their family until we call 
them forward. 

 
Vacation Bible School 2026 

Rainforest Falls 
July 20 - 23 9:00 am – Noon 

Classes for children PreK - 5th Grade. 

Children must be 4 years old  
by February 1, 2026. 

The rainforest is full of colors, sounds and 
surprises, and so will the 2026 VBS Adventure 
at Rainforest Falls! Through classroom Bible 

stories, science experiments and fun-filled animal exploration, kids 
will see the nature of God revealed. All WPC families as well as any 
child who attended our program last summer will receive a 
registration form in the mail. Forms will also be available on the WPC 
website beginning May 2nd. The registration deadline will be July 6th. 

For information or questions, contact Gayl Galen at 265-9700 or 
ggalen@websterpres.org. 

mailto:ggalen@websterpres.org

