
           
Celebration  of  Worship 

May 17, 2026 9:30 A.M. 
We are followers of Jesus Christ, living and sharing  

the love of God through faith and action, welcoming all. 

Prelude    

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Reflection Fred Rogers 
“The thing I remember best about successful people I’ve met all 
through the years is their obvious delight in what they’re doing, and it 
seems to have very little to do with worldly success.  They just love 
what they’re doing, and they love it in front of others.” 

Ringing of the Bell 

Gathering Song Alleluia, Alleluia!  Give Thanks # 106 – verse 2 

Refrain: Alleluia, Alleluia!  Give thanks to the living Lord. 

 Alleluia, Alleluia!  Sing praise to His name. 

    Spread the good news o’er all the earth:  Jesus has died and has risen!  Refrain: 

 Call to Worship  
Leader: Let us be joyful before God! 
People: We will sing praises to God’s holy name. 
Leader: Let us lift up a song to the One who rides upon the clouds, 
People: who protects orphans and widows and gives the 

desolate a home. 
Leader: Sing to God, all nations of the earth. 
People: We will sing praises to the Lord, our God! 

Hymn  A Hymn of Glory # 141 

Prayer of Adoration  
Leader: God of life, we praise you for your love which fills creation from 

the beginning and which calls all life into being.  We worship you 

for Christ who reveals your loving purpose for all people.  We 

bless you for your Spirit who guides and inspires us and who 

draws us into the circle of your tender love. 

Prayer of Confession 
Leader: In recalling all that you have done and who you are, we 

confess what we have done and who we are. 
All: God of mercy, we confess the times when we forget you 

and are divided from one another, and how often our 
thoughts, words and actions betray your goodness and 
our calling.  Forgive us, merciful God.  Mend what is 
broken, heal our wounded relationships and convert our 
hearts and minds, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

              Time of Reflection 

Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: While it is true that we have all fallen short in our call to follow 

Jesus, it is a greater truth that we are forgiven through his 
grace.  Remember the Good News!  In Jesus Christ our sin 
is forgiven.  Be at peace with God, with yourself, and with 
each other.  Amen. 

Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

Children’s Message 

Prayer for Understanding 

 All: God of Wisdom, send your Holy Spirit to give us fresh 
understanding of your Word in Scripture.  Inspire us to 
respond with renewed commitment to follow Christ 
Jesus, your Living Word.  Amen. 

1st Scripture Reading Acts 1:1-11 

Anthem “Fantasy on Kingsfold” H. Dean Wagner 
 Alleluia Bells 

2nd Scripture Reading Luke 24:44-53 

Sermon  Reverend Russ Roth 

Hymn  More Love to Thee, O Christ # 359 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
Leader: This Sunday brings the season of Easter to a close.  Yet we 

will continue to receive the blessings God pours out for us in 
Christ and in creation, for God is so good to us.  We offer to 
God our thanks for such goodness in our tithes and offering. 

    Please place your offering in the plates at the exit doors,  

 mail your gifts to the church, or click the WPC website “Give” button.  Thank you! 

Minute for Mission 
  



 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
All: Eternal and ever-present God, we offer you these gifts in 

thanksgiving for the work of Christ in our lives.  Bless them 
and us with the power of the Spirit, enlisting all our gifts for 
the work of reconciliation Christ has given us to do in the 
world you love.  Amen. 

Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Pastor: God of generations in time and eternity, we turn to you in 

these quiet moments to offer you our thanks and our hopes 
for our lives.  Today we give you thanks for all those people 
who have shown us your face and taught us to follow you 
through the loving example of their living faith.  We are 
grateful for their wisdom and courage which continue to 
inspire us.  Thank you for our life together in your church and 
the saints we have known here.  May the light of Christ shine 
through our lives, too, so that we offer light for the world you 
love as witnesses to your purposes. 

 Christ of Compassion in action, in you we receive our call to 
live with purpose.  From you we learn how to love those 
around us.  With you we find strength to face each new day.  
So today we offer our prayers for those facing challenges, 
and seek your guidance to respond to their cries. 

 We pray for those brought to mind by news headlines this 
week for situations of violence, corruption and deprivation, 
danger and devastation. 

 We pray for families going through difficult times, for all who 
are sick or in sorrow, for all who are lonely or despairing. 

 We pray for those agonizing over important decisions and 
responsibilities, for those in leadership roles, and for those 
who care for the most vulnerable. 

 Creator, Christ and Spirit, move with us into the week ahead, 
remind us each day to live according to your will and 
purposes in all our relationships and to live lives of meaning 
so that we bear witness to the love we meet in Jesus. 

Sharing Joys and Concerns and Lighting of Prayer Candles 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn  Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus! # 144 

Benediction 

Postlude
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               living and sharing the love of God     
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                         welcoming all. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
  1. WELCOME to Webster Presbyterian Church!  We are pleased that you 

are worshipping with us, whether in person or by live-streaming.    

          You can live-stream at 9:30 or later at your leisure using: 

           Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/Websterpres/  or 

           YouTube 

           https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UczM5thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA 

 2.  ADULT ED. SCHEDULE:  10:45 in Room 9/10 
   May 17th  -  Join us to discuss Pilate’s unanswered question to Jesus - 

“What Is Truth?” 
   May 24th  -  No class  -  Memorial Day Weekend 
   May 31st  -  Summer Mission Presentation 

 3.  WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will meet this Tuesday at 9 am in Room 9/10 
for a discussion on “Who Is This Woman?”. 

 4.  NEW MEMBER CLASSES will be held today, May 31st, and June 7th in 
the Memorial Room following the worship services.  If you are considering 
becoming a member of WPC or would like to learn more about our church 
and its mission, you are welcome to attend.  Speak with Pastor Russ or 
call the church office for additional information. 

 5.  A BELL CONCERT featuring the Alleluia Bell Choir will take place today 
at 3 pm in the Sanctuary.  All are welcome to join us to hear some old 
favorite pieces along with new offerings. 

 6.  THE JUNE PATHWAY DEADLINE is this Wednesday, May 20th.  This is 
the last newsletter until September, so be sure to include summer 
information with your submissions.  Please send articles to both 
jchippero@websterpres.org and ghubbard@websterpres.org. 

 7.  A CLOTHING COLLECTION for CAMERON COMMUNITY MINISTRIES 
concludes today.  Thank you to all who have given for your generous 
donations! 

 8.  YELLOW ROSE SUNDAY is May 31st.  This is an opportunity to make a 
donation to the Endowment Fund in honor or memory of someone who 
has been important in your life.  To donate, please use the envelopes in 
the church chair racks or mail a check to the church noting it is for “Yellow 
Rose” and designate who you would like to honor/remember. 

Lectionary Passages 

                                   May 17      May 24 

Old Testament  Isaiah 45:1-7 Numbers 11:24-30 

Psalm  Psalm 21:1-7 Psalm 104:24-35b 

New Testament Acts 1:1-11 Acts 2:1-21 

Gospel  Luke 24:44-53 John 20:19-23 

 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Sunday, May 17 
 9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed 
 9:45 A.M. SHINE Program for Children in PreK – 5th Grade in Room 3 
   Youth Christian Ed. in the Youth Room 
 10:45 A.M. Adult Ed. in Room 9/10 
 12:00 P.M. Church of God by Faith in the Chapel 
 3:00 P.M. Bell Concert in the Sanctuary 

Monday, May 18 
 4:00 P.M. Spiritual Nurture Committee on Zoom 
 6:30 P.M. Mission Committee in Room 9/10 
 6:45 P.M. Boy Scout Troop 262 in the Social & Basement Rooms 

Tuesday, May 19 
 9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study in Room 9/10 
 5:00 P.M. TOPS in Room 9/10 

Wednesday, May 20  -  June Pathway Deadline 
  6:30 A.M. Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study at Golden Boys Restaurant 
 5:30 P.M. Nar-Anon Meeting in Room 9/10 
 6:00 P.M. Scout Troop 425 in the Social and Basement Rooms 
 7:00 P.M. ONE in Christ Committee on Zoom 

Thursday, May 21 
 7:30 A.M. Men’s Bible Study on Zoom 
 10:30 A.M. Glory Bells to Marquis at Woods 
 3:00 P.M. Book Club in Room 1 
 6:00 P.M. Alleluia Bells’ Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 
 6:30 P.M. Deacons’ Meeting in Room 9/10 
 6:45 P.M. Boy Scout Committee in the Memorial Room 

Friday, May 22 
 10:30 A.M. Book Club on Zoom 
Saturday, May 23 
 9:00 A.M. Prayer Time on Zoom 
 11:00 A.M. Memorial Service for Keith Gilliland in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, May 24  -  Pentecost 
 9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed 
 9:45 A.M. SHINE Program for Children in PreK – 5th Grade in Room 3 
   Youth Christian Ed. in the Youth Room 

Memory Verse 

And whatever you do in word or deed,  
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,  
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Colossians 3:17 
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