
        
Celebration  of  Worship 

July 5, 2026 9:30 A.M. 
We are followers of Jesus Christ, living and sharing  

the love of God through faith and action, welcoming all. 

Prelude    

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Reflection The Declaration of Independence, 1776 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator, with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” —  

Ringing of the Bell 

Gathering Song Be Still for the Presence Screen 

 Call to Worship  
One: O sing to the Lord a new song; 

All: Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

One: Declare God’s glory among the nations; 

All: Tell all the people of God’s marvelous works. 

One: Say among the nations: The Lord is sovereign! 

All: God will judge the peoples with equity. 

One: Let us worship God. 

Hymn  God of the Ages # 262 

Prayer of Adoration  
Leader: Holy, gracious and merciful God, you are overflowing with love, 

infinite in kindness, and incomparable in glory.  There is no other 

like you in all our imagining.  Your presence breaks into our lives, 

reflected in the beauty of creation, and refreshes and inspires us.  

You renew us to imagine new things; you strengthen us to meet 

life’s changes and challenges.  In response to your goodness 

and glory, we offer you our thanks in the words of our prayers 

and the praise from our hearts.  We honor you with our lives, 

worshipping you as Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, this day 

and every day, now and always. 

Prayer of Confession 
Leader: Our prayer of confession today is written by the PC(U.S.A.) 

and tries to express our repentance for systemic and 
structural evil as well as personal sin.  Let us open our lives 
to God’s healing presence, seeking peace with God and 
reconciliation with our neighbors.  Let us be mindful, not only 
of personal evil, but also of our communal sins of family, 
class, race and nation.  Let us confess to God whatever has 
wounded us or brought injury to others that we may receive 
mercy and become for each other ministers of God’s grace.

 
 
 
 
 
 
All: Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our 

sin and the sin of this world.  Although Christ is among 
us as our peace, we are a people divided against 
ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world.  
The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land 
and pollute the seas.  The fears and jealousies that we 
harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against 
nation.  We abuse your good gifts of imagination and 
freedom, of intellect and reason, and have turned them 
into bonds of oppression. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us.  Set us 
free to serve you in the world as agents of your 
reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 

              Time of Reflection 

Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only 

Christ, and Christ died for us; Christ rose for us; Christ reigns 
in power for us; Christ prays for us.  Anyone who is in Christ 
is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new life has 
begun.  Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

All: Amen. 

Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

Children’s Message 

Prayer for Understanding 

 Leader: Spirit of wisdom, be our guide as we listen for God’s word 
speaking in the Scriptures.  When we are puzzled, grant us 
clarity.  When we resist hearing, open our hearts.  Renew our 
understanding through the grace of Christ, God’s Living 
Word.  Amen. 

1st Scripture Reading Psalm 45:10-17 

2nd Scripture Reading Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Sermon  Reverend Russ Roth 

Hymn  O Beautiful for Spacious Skies # 564 
 



 

 

Invitation to the Offering 
Leader: We see God’s abundance in growing gardens and fresh 

produce on our tables.  We witness need in God’s word when 
disaster disrupts communities or threatens lives.  So, we give 
out of gratitude for what we enjoy and compassion for those 
who are in need deeper than our own. 

    Please place your offering in the plates at the exit doors,  

 mail your gifts to the church, or click the WPC website “Give” button.  Thank you! 

Prayer of Dedication 
All: Gracious God, receive our gifts as tokens of our gratitude for 

your goodness to us.  Bless them so that they become seeds 
of generosity, bringing needed gifts to others in Jesus’ name. 

Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Sharing Joys and Concerns and Lighting of Prayer Candles 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion Insert 

Hymn  My Country, ‘Tis of Thee # 561 

Benediction  

Postlude 

*       *       *       *       *       *       * 
 

Memory Verse 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,  

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness and patience. 

Colossians 3:12 

 

Lectionary Passages 

                             July 5                 July 12 

Old Testament Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 Genesis 25:19-34 

Psalm Psalm 45:10-17 Psalm 119:105-112 

New Testament Romans 7:15-25a Romans 8:1-11 

Gospel Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
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  The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation to the Table 

 Leader: Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will 
come from east and west, and from north and south, and sit 
at table in the kingdom of God.  According to Luke, when our 
risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he took bread, and 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him.  This is the Lord’s 
table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the 
feast which he has prepared. 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

 Leader: The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.  
 Leader: Lift up your hearts.  
 People: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give your thanks and 
praise, eternal God, our creator. 

  You have given us life and second birth in you Spirit.  Once 
we were no people, but now we are your people.  You claimed 
Israel as your chosen nation and raised up the church as a 
witness to the resurrection, breathing into it your life and 
power.  From worlds apart, you gathered us together.  When 
we go astray, you welcome us home.  Always, your love has 
been steadfast. 

  Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of 
heaven and with all the faithful of every time and place who 
forever sing to the glory of your name: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  You are holy, 
O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord.  In love with you and compassion for all, Jesus healed 
and taught, challenged and comforted, welcomed and saved. 

  He formed a community, promising to be with his disciples 
wherever two or three were gathered, and sending them on 
his mission of hope and healing in the world.  Jesus trusted 
his life to you and went freely to his death so the world might 
be set free from suffering and sin.  You raised him from death 
and raise us also to live a new life with him.  In the power of 
the Holy Spirit, you send us out to make disciples as he 
commanded. 

 

 

  

  Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this 
bread and this grape from the gifts you have given us and 
celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.  
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living 
and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the 
One crucified and risen.  Great is the mystery of faith: 

 People: Christ has died;  

  Christ is risen;  

  Christ will come again. 

 Leader: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon 
these your gifts of bread and grape, that the bread we break 
and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and 
blood of Christ.  By your Spirit, unite us with the living Christ 
and with all who are baptized in his name, that we may be one 
in ministry in every place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for 
us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 

  O God, today you have called us together to be the church.  
Unite us now at your table, and in one loaf and common cup, 
make us one in Christ Jesus.  Let your Spirit empower the life 
we share and ignite our witness in the world.  With all who 
have gone before us, keep us faithful to the gospel teachings 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  Give 
us strength to serve you until the promised day of the 
resurrection when, with the redeemed of all the ages, we will 
feast with you at your table in glory. 

 People: Through Christ, all glory and honor are yours, almighty 
God, with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

Sharing the Meal 

Prayer after Communion 

 People: Gracious God, may we who have received this sacrament 
live in the unity of your Holy Spirit, that we may show 
forth your gifts to all the world.  We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 



 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
  1. WELCOME to Webster Presbyterian Church!  We are pleased that you 

are worshipping with us, whether in person or by live-streaming.    

          You can live-stream at 9:30 or later at your leisure using: 

           Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/Websterpres/  or 

           YouTube 

           https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UczM5thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA 

 2.  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL registration deadline is tomorrow.  This 
year’s VBS will be held July 20-23, 9 a.m. to Noon.  Children in PreK (4 
years old by Feb. 1, 2026) through 5th grade will explore the theme 
“Rainforest Falls” through Bible stories, science experiments and fun-
filled animal exploration.    See Gayl Galen for information or questions. 

 3.  SCHOOL SUPPLIES for needy children served by the Williamson Come-
Unity Center and by Eastern Service Workers are being collected through 
August 16th.  Look for needed items on the list next to the school bus in 
the Narthex where you can place your donations. 

 4.  THIS YEAR’S SUMMER MISSION PROJECT is Camp Whitman.  
Donations will help fund their capital program to make their camp more 
handicapped accessible by improving their sidewalks and constructing a 
playground and sporting facilities.  Envelopes are in the chair racks, or 
mail checks to the church with “Camp Whitman” in the memo line. 

 5.  ATTENTION BIKERS  -  This coming Saturday starting at 7:30 a.m. at 
Webster Park near the corner of Holt Rd there will be a Charity Bike Ride 
with all proceeds going to Cameron Community Ministries to help support 
their daily meal program.  There is no registration fee, but donations will 
be greatly accepted from both riders and nonriders. 

   Register and/or donate by this Friday and get additional information at            

https://www.bikereg.com/2026-cameron-charity-bike-ride 

 6.  WPC is sending a $1,000 donation from the Mission Committee special 
gifts fund to the Presbyterian Disaster Agency for help with recovery from 
the Venezuela Earthquake.  If you would like to add to this donation 
through the church, please send your contribution to the church office by 
July 13th. 

 7.  THE ONE IN CHRIST COMMITTEE invites you to join the “Presbyterian 
Posse,” organized by Third Presbyterian Church on East Avenue, in 
marching in the Pride Parade on Saturday, July 18th at 11:00 AM.  We are 
arranging carpools from church to leave at 10:00 a.m.  Please sign up at 
the table in the Narthex to join us.  There are extra yellow WPC T-shirts 
available at the sign-up table if you don’t have one to wear in the parade. 
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