
             
Celebration  of  Worship 

August 2, 2026 9:30 A.M. 
We are followers of Jesus Christ, living and sharing  

the love of God through faith and action, welcoming all. 

Prelude  This Is the Day of New Beginnings arr. Mark Hayes 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Reflection Author unknown 

“Until you have wrestled with God, you’ll not know the depth of his love.  
The power of his hand.  Or the grace of his heart.” 

Ringing of the Bell 

Gathering Song Be Still for the Presence 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 
    Come, bow before Him now with reverence and fear. 
In Him no sin is found.  We stand on holy ground. 
    Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

 Call to Worship  
One: God is faithful in words and gracious in action. 

All: We look to God for nurture in every season. 

One: God is near to all who call out in truth, and watches over all. 

All: We will praise God’s holy name forever and ever. 

Hymn  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling # 376 

Prayer of Adoration  
Leader: Mysterious and merciful God, we praise you for abundant life, 

for the beauty of creation, and for the blessings of each day.  We 
praise you for communities of care, for your guidance and 
wisdom, for justice in a broken world, and for healing.  Your 
grace satisfies us in every situation, and so we worship you as 
the Source of life and love, comfort and courage, as Creator, 
Christ and Spirit, One God, this day and every day, now and 
always. 

Prayer of Confession 
Leader: Trusting in your grace and goodness, we confess to you our 

sins: 
All: Gracious and merciful God, in Christ you show us the 

way of compassion and forgiveness, yet we neglect the 
suffering of others and hold grudges.  We blame and 
judge each other in the moments you call us to act with 
kindness and mercy.  Free us from greed and from 
grievance, and open our hearts so that we may embody 
Jesus’ teachings and walk in his way this day and 
always. 

 

 
 
 
 
              Time of Reflection 
Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love.  Know that in Christ, you are forgiven.  
Forgive one another, and be at peace with God, with yourself, 
and with each other. 

Gloria Patri   Screen 

Passing of the Peace 

Children’s Message 

Prayer for Understanding 
All: Holy God, your Word is bread for our journey.  Send your 

Spirit so that we may know your wisdom and live it out 
for the sake of Christ, your Living Word.  Amen. 

1st Scripture Reading Genesis 32:22-31 

Special Music Morceau de Concours Gabriel Fauré 

  Sally Turner – Flute;   Jackie Anderson - Piano 

2nd Scripture Reading Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

Sermon  Reverend Russ Roth 

Hymn  I Want Jesus to Walk with Me # 363 

Invitation to the Offering 
Leader: The sacrifice that honors God is a thankful heart.  So let us 

present our offerings with thankful hearts, grateful for all of 
God’s goodness to us.   

    Please place your offering in the plates at the exit doors,  

 mail your gifts to the church, or click the WPC website “Give” button.  Thank you! 

Prayer of Dedication 
All: Blessed are you, God of all creation, for all your good 

gifts.  Use the gifts we offer to spread your goodness in 
Jesus’ name.  Let your Spirit work through us so that 
your goodness will move through us into the world 
wherever we go.  Amen. 

Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Sharing Joys and Concerns and Lighting of Prayer Candles 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 
 



 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion  Insert 

Hymn  I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me # 369 

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord any time! 
    I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, any time! 

I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, any time! 
    I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, any time! 

I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, any time! 
    I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, any time! 

I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, any time! 
    I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, any time! 

Benediction  

Postlude  Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven John Innes 
 

*       *       *       *       *       *       * 
 

Memory Verse 

But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 

Amos 5:24 

Lectionary Passages 

                             July 26             August 2 

Old Testament Genesis 29:15-28 Genesis 32:22-31 

Psalm Psalm 128 Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

New Testament Romans 8:26-39 Romans 9:1-5 

Gospel Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Matthew 14:13-21 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  1. WELCOME to Webster Presbyterian Church!  We are pleased that you 

are worshipping with us, whether in person or by live-streaming.    

          You can live-stream at 9:30 or later at your leisure using: 

           Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/Websterpres/  or YouTube 
           https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UczM5thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA 

 2.  SCHOOL SUPPLIES for needy children served by the Williamson Come-
Unity Center and by Eastern Service Workers are being collected through 
August 16th.  Look for needed items on the list next to the school bus in 
the Narthex where you can place your donations. 

 3.  THIS YEAR’S SUMMER MISSION PROJECT is Camp Whitman.  
Donations will help fund their capital program to make their camp more 
handicapped accessible by improving their sidewalks and constructing a 
playground and sporting facilities.  Envelopes are in the chair racks, or 
mail checks to the church with “Camp Whitman” in the memo line. 
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          We are followers of Jesus Christ, 

               living and sharing the love of God     

                    through faith and action, 

                         welcoming all. 
 

Webster Presbyterian Church 

550 Webster Road 

Webster, NY  14580 

585-265-9700     www.websterpres.org 

Pastor  -  Rev. Russ Roth 
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  The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 Leader: The God of crossings and healing be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: People of God, lift your hearts to the One who travels every 

journey with you. 
 People: We lift them to the God who gives us rest when we are 

weary. 
 Leader: People of God, offer your praise and thanks to the God who 

feeds the hungry. 
 People: It is our greatest joy to sing to the One who fills our 

emptiness with grace and joy. 

 Leader: Standing at the edge of chaos, you took all the goodness in 
your heart and shaped it into the glory of creation, God of 
Imagination.  Looking up, you placed the moons, stars and 
planets into the cradle of the sky.  You took the dust of the 
earth, blessing it, and forming us, but we longed for the 
empty promises of sin and death, breaking your heart as we 
followed after them.  Prophets came to tell the truth of your 
everlasting covenant, but we turned our backs on them.  So, 
to put an end to your great sorrow, you sent Jesus to us, 
bringing us all the gifts you had stored up for us. 

  So, with those who stand at the edge of grace and with those 
who have crossed over to your peace, we join our voices with 
all who forever sing to your glory: 

 People: Holy, holy, holy are you, God who listens to our prayers.  
All creation beholds your face in righteousness.  
Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is the One who feeds 
us with grace and wonder.  Hosanna in the highest! 

 Leader: You are Holy, Redeemer of the lost, and Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior, is your true blessing and hope for us.  When 
he could have deserted us as we continued to stumble 
through sin, he was filled with compassion and came to be 
with us in our pain.  When he could have kept silent in 
response to our fears and doubts, he told stories of your love 
and grace.  When he could have detoured around our 
violence and anger, he walked straight into death so we 
might be saved. 

  As we remember all the gifts he shared with us, as we tell of 
his healing and feedings for all, we speak of that faith which 
is often a mystery: 

 People: Christ died, compassion for us in his heart;  

  Christ was raised, blessing God forever; 

  Christ will come, so that we are never sent away.

 

 

 

 Leader: As we gather at the edge of your kingdom, coming once 
again to the Table, we pray you would pour out your Spirit of 
reconciliation upon us and on the gifts of the bread and the 
cup.  You feed us with this meal, not that we might become 
gluttons, but so we might become servants in your kingdom 
of holiness.  Where we see only crumbs on the Table, you 
see enough leftovers for us to take to feed a hungry world.  
Where we see only the last few drops in the cup, you see 
enough grace for us to fill the empty hearts of your children, 
forgotten and alone in the world. 

  And when we come to the edge of eternity, all of our struggles 
over, all our pain left behind, we will gather around your Table 
of grace, joining with all who will forever sing of your love, 
God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen. 

Communion of the People 

Sending 

 Leader: Here at the border where worship meets the world, 
 People: God sends us out to be caregivers to all. 
 Leader: Here, as we turn our gaze from glory to see the brokenness 

of our lives and those around us, 
 People: Jesus calls us to follow into all the broken places and 

people to bring hope. 
 Leader: Here, as we hesitate to cross over to where we must meet 

those we have hurt, 
 People: the Spirit takes hold of our hands so we know we are not 

alone on this journey. 

 


