
      
Celebration  of  Worship 

August 23, 2026 9:30 A.M. 
We are followers of Jesus Christ, living and sharing  

the love of God through faith and action, welcoming all. 

Prelude  Thy Word arr. Mark Hayes 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Reflection Scott Hubbard 

"We need only a little faith to be united to the Christ who saves. 
But we need more than a little faith to walk comfortably with Christ." 

Ringing of the Bell 

Gathering Song Be Still for the Presence 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 
    Come, bow before Him now with reverence and fear. 
In Him no sin is found.  We stand on holy ground. 
    Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

 Call to Worship  

One: We give thanks to God with all our hearts, 

All: for God’s faithful love endures forever. 

One: We sing praises to the Lord with all our strength, 

All: for God’s promises declare God’s goodness to all the earth. 

One: We place our trust in God with full confidence, 

All: and we come to worship with hearts full of praise. 

Hymn  There Is a Balm in Gilead # 394 

Prayer of Adoration  
One: Eternal God, you are the same yesterday, today and tomorrow, and 

yet you come to us afresh each new day.  You breathe new life into 
what has grown tired and discouraged.  You offer healing for what 
is worn or broken.  You restore hope when things seem impossible. 

 You are the source of life and love for all your creatures, and you 
renew us to put our love for you into action for the wellbeing of your 
creation.  And so, we worship you, Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, 
and offer our prayers and praise to you, eternal and ever-present 
God, now and always. 

Prayer of Confession 
One: Confident of your grace and loving kindness, we confess to you 

our sins: 
All: Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from your 

purposes.  You set a path for us to follow, but we conform 
to the ways of this world.  You give each of us gifts to use 
for the work of your kingdom, but we wait for others to do 
what needs doing.  

 
 

Forgive us for taking the easy way out, and renew in us the 
eagerness and energy to serve. 

              Time of Reflection 
Assurance of Pardon 

One: Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn us?  Only 
Christ -- and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns 
in power for us, Christ prays for us.  In Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven and set free by God’s generous grace.  So let us make 
a fresh start today! 

Gloria Patri    
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

Children’s Message 

Prayer for Understanding 
All: Source of all wisdom and understanding, amid so many 

competing voices, let us hear your word for our times.  
Send your Holy Spirit to help us discern your will and follow 
the path Jesus sets for us as your Living Word.  Amen. 

1st Scripture Reading Psalm 124:1-8 

2nd Scripture Reading Matthew 14:22-33 

Sermon  Reverend Russ Roth 

Hymn  We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight # 399 

Invitation to the Offering 
Leader: Paul’s letter to the Romans reminds us that we all have gifts 

to share.  When we give, let us generously offer what we 
have.  When compassion opens our hearts, let us share 
cheerfully so that God’s good work may continue. 

    Please place your offering in the plates at the exit doors,  

 mail your gifts to the church, or click the WPC website “Give” button.  Thank you! 

Prayer of Dedication 
All: O God, bless what we offer today as well as the time, 

talent and concern we will offer you this week.  We trust 
that, with your blessing, your Holy Spirit is able to 
accomplish more than we can ask or imagine in Christ’s 
name.  Amen. 

Doxology  Screen 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Sharing Joys and Concerns and Lighting of Prayer Candles 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn  Abide with Me # 543 

Postlude How Majestic Is Your Name arr. Mark Hayes 

  



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 1.  WE THANK all those who so generously gave to our school supply 
collection.  Items were delivered to the Williamson Come-Unity Center 
and Eastern Service Workers this past week for distribution to needy 
children in Wayne County and the Rochester city area. 

 2.  THIS YEAR’S SUMMER MISSION PROJECT is Camp Whitman.  
Donations will help fund their capital program to make their camp more 
handicapped accessible by improving their sidewalks and constructing a 
playground and sporting facilities.  Envelopes are in the chair racks, or 
mail checks to the church with “Camp Whitman” in the memo line. 

 3.  WALK, UNWIND AND EXPERIENCE GOD IN NATURE – Sign up in the 
Narthex to join us Sunday, September 13th, after worship for a 45-minute 
guided nature walk on WPC campus.  Led by Gaelen McCormick, this 
gentle experience will help us slow down, awaken our senses, and 
discover God’s presence in creation.  Open to adults and teens, 
participation is limited to 20. 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Sunday, August 23 
 9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed 

Tuesday, August 25 
 5:00 P.M. TOPS in Room 9/10 

Wednesday, August 26 
  6:30 A.M. Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study at Golden Boys Restaurant 
 5:30 P.M. Nar-Anon Meeting in Room 9/10 
 7:00 P.M. Worship & Music Committee on Zoom 

Thursday, August 27 
 7:30 A.M. Men’s Bible Study on Zoom 

Friday, August 28 
 1:00  P.M. FNO Practice in the Social Room 

Saturday, August 29 
 9:00 A.M. Prayer Time on Zoom 

 
Memory Verse 

But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

Amos 5:24 

Lectionary Passages 

                             August 23  August 30 

Old Testament Exodus 1:8 – 2:10 Exodus 3:1-15 

Psalm Psalm 124 Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 

New Testament Romans 12:1-8 Romans 12:9-21 

Gospel Matthew 16:13-20 Matthew 16:21-28
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          We are followers of Jesus Christ, 

               living and sharing the love of God     

                    through faith and action, 

                         welcoming all. 
 

Webster Presbyterian Church 

550 Webster Road 

Webster, NY  14580 

585-265-9700     www.websterpres.org 

Pastor  -  Rev. Russ Roth 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.websterpres.org/

