
        
Celebration  of  Worship 

August 30, 2026 9:30 A.M. 
We are followers of Jesus Christ, living and sharing  

the love of God through faith and action, welcoming all. 
 

* Please stand, if you are able. 

Prelude  This Is My Father’s World arr. Mark Hayes 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Reflection Abhijit Naskar 

“Change requires sacrifice of the self, which by itself is the fulfilment 
of the self to the being truly desiring for that change to become a 
reality in the world, but to all others this fulfilment would only appear 
to be either altruism or self-denial.” 

Ringing of the Bell 

Gathering Song Be Still for the Presence 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 
    Come, bow before Him now with reverence and fear. 
In Him no sin is found.  We stand on holy ground. 
    Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

 Call to Worship  
One: Give thanks to God and tell of God’s gifts. 

All: We will sing praises for all that God has done. 

One: Let your hearts be joyful! 

All: We will seek God’s presence continually. 

One: Call to mind God’s wonderful works. 

All: We will always remember the blessings of God and glorify 

God forever! 

* Hymn  Lift High the Cross # 371 

Prayer of Adoration  
One: Holy, Mysterious, Eternal and Ever-loving God, in you we live and 

move and have our being.  You are the beginning and end of all 
things.  In your depth, we find mystery.  In your breadth, we know 
your tender embrace.  We can only wonder at your love for us, so 
small a part of your whole creation are we.  Yet in Jesus Christ, we 
meet your generous grace.  In the Holy Spirit, you move with us to 
inspire our action and fill us with hope.  Our thoughts cannot 
exhaust your wisdom, nor can our hearts fathom your mercy.  And 
so, we worship you in humble praise, Holy God, ever Three and 
ever One, now and always.

 
 
 

Prayer of Confession 
One: Out of a desire to begin again with you and each other, we 

confess to you our sins: 
All: Faithful and forgiving God, we confess we do not live out 

your love and mercy.  We cling to old hurts and familiar 
habits.  We nurse anger and envy.  We are often so self-
absorbed that we turn our backs on those in need.  Forgive 
what we have been, amend who we are, and guide us toward 
who we may become according to your generous grace. 

              Time of Reflection 
Assurance of Pardon 

One: The Apostle Paul declared that from now on, we regard no one 
from a human point of view.  If anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation.  Thanks be to God that we can all make a new start 
through God’s embracing grace. 

* Gloria Patri   
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Prayer for Understanding 
All: God of wisdom, you teach us with love, you touch us with 

mercy, and you challenge us with truth.  Send your Holy 
Spirit to help us grasp your love, mercy and truth in the 
Scriptures as we encounter your living Word today.  Amen. 

1st Scripture Reading Exodus 3:1-15 

Special Music Homeward Bound Martha Keen 
  Aaron & Sarah Casper arr. Brian Peterson 

2nd Scripture Reading Matthew 16:21-28 

Sermon  Reverend Russ Roth 

* Hymn  Here I Am, Lord # 525 
    I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain: 

* Invitation to the Offering 
Leader: The Apostle Paul encourages us to let our love be genuine as 

we contribute to those in need in the world around us.  Know 
that God will use our gifts for good things, both those we 
undertake in Jesus’ name and in ways we cannot yet imagine. 

    Please place your offering in the plates at the exit doors,  

 mail your gifts to the church, or click the WPC website “Give” button.  Thank you! 

  



 

 

* Prayer of Dedication 
All: O God, we offer these gifts to you in hope and 

thanksgiving.  Use them to transform the world you love 
with the mercy and compassion we celebrate in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

* Doxology  Screen 

Sharing Joys and Concerns and Lighting of Prayer Candles 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn  We All Are One in Mission # 435 

Postlude Shout to the Lord arr. John Carter 
 

‘*       *       *       *       * 
 

Memory Verse 

But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

Amos 5:24 

Lectionary Passages 

                        August 30         September 6 

Old Testament Exodus 3:1-15 Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b Psalm 149 
New Testament Romans 12:9-21 Romans 13:8-14 
Gospel Matthew 16:21-28 Matthew 18:15-20 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Sunday, August 30 

 9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed 

Tuesday, September 1 

 5:00 P.M. TOPS in Room 9/10 

Wednesday, September 2 

  6:30 A.M. Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study at Golden Boys Restaurant 

 5:30 P.M. Nar-Anon Meeting in Room 9/10 

Thursday, September 3 

 7:30 A.M. Men’s Bible Study on Zoom 

 7:00 P.M. Stewardship & Finance Committee in Room 9/10 

Saturday, September 5 

 9:00 A.M. Prayer Time on Zoom 

Sunday, September 6 

 9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed 

 12:00 P.M. Church of God by Faith in the Chapel 
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               living and sharing the love of God     

                    through faith and action, 

                         welcoming all. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  1. WELCOME to Webster Presbyterian Church!  We are pleased that you 

are worshipping with us, whether in person or by live-streaming.    

          You can live-stream at 9:30 or later at your leisure using: 

           Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/Websterpres/  or YouTube 
           https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UczM5thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA 

 2.  FLOWERS on the Communion Table are in honor of children and 
teachers as they head back to school this week.  The arrangement is by 
Sue Wrobleski. 

 3.  NEXT SUNDAY is the final week to contribute to this year’s Summer 
Mission Project, Camp Whitman.  Donations will help fund their capital 
program to make their camp more handicapped accessible by improving 
their sidewalks and constructing a playground and sporting facilities.  
Envelopes are in the chair racks, or mail checks to the church with “Camp 
Whitman” in the memo line. 

 4.  WALK, UNWIND AND EXPERIENCE GOD IN NATURE – Sign up in the 
Narthex to join us Sunday, September 13th, after worship for a 45-minute 
guided nature walk on WPC campus.  Led by Gaelen McCormick, this 
gentle experience will help us slow down, awaken our senses, and 
discover God’s presence in creation.  Open to adults and teens, 
participation is limited to 20. 

 5.  JOIN US AT THE RED WINGS GAME ON SEPTEMBER 9TH!  Members 
of several of our congregations had a wonderful time (despite the rain) 
joining together to form the Presbyterian Pride Posse at this year’s 
Rochester Pride Parade.  The Rochester Red Wings has a wonderful 
family-friendly Pride Night each year, and the “Posse” thought it would be 
great fun to invite any and all to join in the fun by sitting together at the 
game.  Game and ticket info:  Gates open at 5 pm with first pitch at 6:05.  
ESL Ballpark, One Morrie Silver Way.  Tickets are $9 and the Posse will 
be sitting near 3rd base in section 226.  Parking: Lot C, enter from Brown 
St. $7 per car, cashless only for parking and ballpark.  To arrange for 
tickets you can contact Ralph Carter (a friend from Third Pres) via email: 
rcarter56@gmail.com or text him at 585-305-7563.  You can also order 
tickets via the link https://myqrcode.mobi/1b49da26. 

  6. A WPC BIKE RIDE is planned for next Sunday following the worship 
service.  Bikers will meet at North Ponds Park after the worship service 
and head west on the bike path.  Pace will be determined by the slowest 
bikers.  All are welcome, so If you are interested, see Pastor Ross for 
details. 
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