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A Note from the Pastor

This month we celebrate World Communion Sunday, which seems like a
great time to have several different types of bread, which (from what |
was told) gets shared at coffee hour. But when, and why, did we start
celebrating this day each year?

According to the Presbyterian Outlook, the idea was first formulated in
1930 by Hugh Thomson Kerr as the Moderator of the General Assembly.
In 1933, the Stewardship Committee of Shadyside Presbyterian Church
in Pittsburgh latched onto the idea and started holding the services for
the purpose of bringing churches together in a service of Christian unity
to lift up the global Church and to remember that by virtue of our
baptism, we are connected to a worldwide community. One
congregation is connected to every other congregation, united in “one
Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5). It was adopted by what
would become the PC(USA) in 1936.

By 1940, the Federal Council of Churches had adopted it as well and was
promoting it through their missions to churches worldwide. Dr. Kerr’s
son, the Rev. Dr. Donald Craig Kerr, shares that “the concept spread
very slowly at the start. People did not give it a whole lot of thought. It
was during the Second World War that the Spirit caught hold because
we were trying to hold the world together. World Wide Communion
Sunday symbolized the effort to hold things together in a spiritual
sense. It emphasized that we are one in the Spirit and the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.”

So as we celebrate this special service this month, let us remember that
it really is about sitting at the table that Christ has set, knowing that no
matter where we are in the world, we sit together as one people,
Christ’s people, and this is our reminder of that fact.

- Reverend Russ

Join us for World Communion Sunday
at 9:30 am on October 4th.

We are followers of Jesus Christ,
living and sharing the love of God through
faith and action, welcoming all.
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A Note from Session

When it rains, it
pours, and it poured
last month!! The
recent heavy rain
caused flooding on
our property. Water from the rear
property flooded the basement hall,
including the Youth Room. It also
flooded a portion of the Sanctuary,
damaging the carpet. We have
corrected the situation behind the
church by re-grading the land and
adding an additional storm drain.
Unfortunately, the issues with the
Sanctuary are much more complicated.
We are researching our options to
reduce the potential for future
flooding. We will keep you posted as
we evaluate our options.

The Trustees invite you to the 2026
Church Fall Workday on Saturday,
October 24" from
9:00 am to noon.
We’ll have a variety
of inside and outside
projects to get the
church ready for winter.
There will be breakfast snacks and
drinks available. Please stop in to help
even if it is for a short while.

All are welcome!

It is officially Autumn. | know that because the days are really
shorter. Did you know we lost 77 minutes of daylight during
September? | know it because it stays darker longer in the morning
and gets darker earlier at night. | read it on Facebook, so it must be
true. We go back to Standard Time on November 1%, but I've been
told that after this year we will just stay on Daylight Saving Time all
year. A friend told me they read that on Facebook too, so it must be
true. Well, maybe it's true.

One thing that is very true of Autumn, here at WPC, Autumn is the
time for renewal and a time for election of new officers. It's a time
when Committees continue their special work with current
members while seeking new members with new ideas and maybe
some new dreams. Everyone is welcome; everyone is needed.

It's also time for Trustees, Deacons and Elders to pray and
contemplate. Board members are limited to two consecutive 3-year
terms. After six years, they must step down for at least a year. Many
serve 3 years and choose to move on; or switch to a new Board.
Others serve six and must move on. This year, all the boards have a
number of seats that will be vacant as of January when new
members are installed and come on Board (pun intended) to plan
and to serve.

Our Boards are made up of amazing people, but then, so are all of
you. Our family that is Webster Presbyterian Church is composed of
people who care and people always ready to give. We have families,
both nuclear and extended and global. When there is need, we are
there in Shine and Youth Sunday School, as supporters of our
missions and outreach, of our staff, our Pastor, choirs and each
other. There is room for everyone to pray and serve in this place.

Our All-Church Nominating Committee will be at work this month to
begin the search for board members for terms beginning in
February 2027. This dedicated group will be contacting many of you
in the coming weeks. We will be asking you to give, yet again, your
time and your heart. We, Trustees, Deacons and Elders, are groups
who create special bonds, working together in joy and harmony,
supporting each other and all of you. We seek to coordinate and
respond to needs. We answer questions, research ideas and
possibilities. We look to make sure that the Book of Order is always
in sight. We also laugh a lot, sometimes shake our heads in
confusion, ask questions that have been asked before, and we pray.
Those on the Boards are not special people; they are all of us doing
what we know how to do and love to do. We serve, obey, love, and
pray. Please consider where you can help. Don't be afraid! God is
always with us, beside us, behind us and leading us. We all just work
to do our best; no one can ask more than that.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Barbehenn, Clerk of Session




Deacons’ Doings

Drivers Wanted!

We could benefit from some additional drivers to
bring our senior members to church on Sunday g
mornings. The vehicle needs to be easily accessible,
such as a medium-sized sedan or small SUV. (Vans,
trucks, and small sedans are too difficult to navigate.)
Please let Leonor Woodworth know if you’re able to help!

Join the Webster Community Chest team for the Wegmans
East Ave Grocery Run!

100% of your registration fee will be donated
back to the WCC. There are walk and run options
as well as a virtual race opportunity! The event is
Saturday, November 7*".

Register online at:
https://runsignup.com/racegroups/11070/

roups/216172

More information about the Grocery Run can be
—- found at:
https://runsignup.com/Race/NY/Rochester/EastAvenueGroceryRun

Angel Tree Christmas Event

It’s already time to start planning for this year’s Angel Tree
Christmas Event! The Angel Tree will be set up in the Narthex by
Sunday, November 1%, with suggestions for donations. Donations
will be collected through Sunday, December 6™. We are already
aware that they have a particular need for items for teens. Thank
you for keeping our Angel Tree in mind this holiday season!

Food Barrel
Help us restock the food barrel for Webster HOPE and local food

cupboards! Needed Items:
o

e Food: Pasta, Cereal, Cooking oil, Canned fruit,
and Canned vegetables.
DONATE

¢ Hygiene & Cleaning: Shampoo, Conditioner, and
Cleaning supplies.

Thank you for your generosity and for supporting our ‘ ‘
neighbors in need!

Join us Sunday Mornings at 9:30

YouTube: https:www.youtube.com/channel/UCzMs5-
thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA

Facebook: http://facebook.com/Websterpres/

ALL ARE WELCOME.

Stewardship & Finance

Thank you to Scott Hewlett for kicking
off the 2026 Stewardship Campaign
with his presentation from the
Trustees during the September 20"
worship  service. Part of the
Stewardship Campaign this year
includes church committees doing
presentations of what they do and
how they work with others in helping
our congregation, our community, and
our world. They will talk about both
how our money is being used as well as
volunteer opportunities for people of
the church. In these times of high fuel
prices and higher costs, it is hard for
some of our congregation to increase
their financial pledge. Through these
presentations, church attendees can
find ways to volunteer (Stewardship in
Action) as well as give.

Please join us for the Stewardship and
Finance presentation on Sunday,
October 25", in the Sanctuary
immediately following the worship
service. It will also be streamed on
YouTube and Facebook. We will be
looking at the proposed 2026 WPC
Budget.

Around that time, you will receive your
10-month Pledge Statements,
Stewardship Letter and Pledge Cards.
We encourage you to attend this
presentation and pray about what God
would have you give to our church in
2027.

Contact Bill Martin (518-441-2073) or
Georgia Hubbard (585-265-9700) with
any questions.
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Meet Our New Director of Music

WPCis delighted to welcome Kim Palermo
as our new Director of Music and
Organist! We invite you to get to know the
person behind the organ.

A Life Shaped by Music

Kim earned a Bachelor of Music in Music
Education from Bowling Green State
University, with organ as her major
instrument. Along the way, she also
earned a Bachelor of Science and a
Master of Science in Civil / Environmental
Engineering from Clarkson University. A
gifted teacher, Kim has taught music,
math, physics, and chemistry, and she has
coached both robotics and cheerleading.

Serving the Church

Kim has served as organist, choir director,
and director of music in Presbyterian
congregations in New York, including
Ogdensburg, Shelter Island and Southold.
She was honored to serve as organist for a
weekday morning service at the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
when it was held in Syracuse. She brings a
deep love of our hymnody and traditions,
and we are blessed to have her.

Still Making Music

Outside of church, Kim plays flute and
baritone horn with New Horizons Bands,
sings alto with the Genesee Valley
Orchestra and Chorus (where she serves
on the Board of Directors), and plays in
the Rochester Flute Association's flute
choir.

Life Beyond the Church

Kim loves to cook, bake, and sew her own
clothing. She has a son and grand-
daughter in Toledo, OH, a daughter in
Cheektowaga, NY, and 3 stepdaughters.
She and her late husband, an avid amateur
astronomer, traveled the world to witness
total solar eclipses and the northern
lights. It took some time, but after retiring
‘from everything’ in 2018, Kim made her
home in Webster in 2021. She enjoys
exploring all that the greater Rochester
area has to offer, and still loves to travel,
especially with her significant other,
Steve.

Welcome, Kim!

When you see Kim at the organ or in the
choir loft, please stop to say hello and
share a bit about yourself. We are grateful
for her gifts and look forward to making
joyful music together.

Worship and Music
Looking Ahead: Fall, Advent, \‘n 'ﬁn

and Christmas |\ [ ~EHERY i
The music is warming up and the planning is u—-% ? % .

underway! Here at WPC, we are busy
preparing joyous worship services for the )
fall and winter seasons, and we are already looking forward to
Advent and Christmas.

Help Us Plan Christmas Eve

We would love to hear from you about our Christmas Eve service.
What time works best for you and your family? A short survey was
passed out during service at the end of September. If you were
unable to attend or complete the survey, please share your response
with the church office or with members of the Worship & Music
committee. We ask for one submission per family, so please work
together on your answer.

Liturgists Needed!

Have you thought about serving as a liturgist? Leading the
congregation in prayer and the reading of Scripture is a wonderful
way to take part in worship. A new sign-up sheet covering the rest of
the year is now posted in the Narthex. All are welcome to sign up!

Thank you for helping shape the way we gather, sing, and celebrate
together in the coming season. We can't wait to worship with you!

The Organ Recital Series is Back!
Save the date! November 15™ at 3:00 pm is the first of our Organ
Recital Series for the 2026-2027 season.

Handbell Choirs

The Alleluia Bell Choir will rehearse on all Thursday evenings in
October from 6:00 - 7:15 in the Sanctuary.

New Ringing Opportunity

0 f There is a new handbell group beginning this
-2  month that will meet most Sundays after
y

'? worship. This group is for all ages and ringing
P levels! The goal is to learn as we go, build skills,
~ connect with one another and have fun! We
~ plan to prepare an occasional piece to play

during worship.
Whether you’re new to bells, returning after a
while, or just looking for another way to make

music, we’d love to have you with us!

Everyone is welcome! We invite families, youth, and anyone in our
church community who enjoys music and connection to be part of
this group.

The group will be led by Sarah Casper. There is a sign-up sheet in the
Narthex if you are interested. Contact Sarah at
sarah.r.casper@gmail.com with questions.
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Mission Update

Donations for Kenya High School Students Fund

We continue to support four very needy students in Kenya, who are
8th-grade graduates from the Thogoto Primary School, for their
grades 9 through 12 high school education (one in each grade). In
addition, one of our members is privately supporting a fifth student.
High school education in Kenya costs more money than very poor
families can afford, so most children from the Thogoto School finish
their schooling at 8" grade and continue to lead a difficult life.

Although voluntary donations to this fund can be made at any time
during the year, we emphasize the importance of doing so in the
fall. Special donation envelopes are in the Sanctuary chair racks
until October 18" or you can send or drop off a check to the church
office and designate that it is for the Kenya High School Fund. We
hope to collect several thousand dollars this fall, so please
prayerfully consider contributing generously!

Winter Clothing for Cameron Community Ministries
Once again, we will soon be collecting gently used and
new winter clothing for Cameron. So it is time to begin
searching your closets and/or visiting local thrift stores
to find warm clothing to donate! Items for men,
women, and children are all needed and are given to tw
very needy and appreciative residents and homeless folks
who live in the Lyell Avenue area in the northwestern part of
Rochester. Collection tubs will be in the Narthex and upper
hallway for about a month beginning on Sunday, October 18"

Bella’s Bumbas — One of Our Mission Projects

Bella's Bumbas is a volunteer not-for-profit organization that
provides mobility devices for handicapped children around the
world. Located in a house right here in Webster, it is led by a retired
couple who have the help of many other volunteers. They have
provided these mobility devices for many years to young folks in the
USA and in more than 70 other countries! We contribute to them
annually via our church budget, and it is used to help them buy
parts to use in building their “mini wheelchairs”. Bellas only charges
the cost of shipping to their clients, as they use all volunteer labor
and buy all of the necessary parts and supplies with donations that
they receive!

Summer Mission Update
Thank you to all who contributed to the 2026 Summer Mission
Project. $7,400 has been received to help Camp Whitman with their

capital campaign for improvements to make the

camp more accessible to disabled persons and for W
playground and sporting facilities. Staff from Camp

Whitman may come back for a report on their ‘/ym
progress and to tell us about the 2027 camping
program in March or April of 2027.

Mission Booklet

The Mission Committee is preparing a booklet highlighting our

mission projects, which will be available for our stewardship
presentation in worship on Sunday, October 18"

Adopt-A-Highway (

Clean-Up \
Pitch in for WPC’s semi-
annual Rt. 250 Clean-Up on
Saturday, October 31* at 10:00 AM! We
need both drivers and pickers to help
clean up our stretch of the highway.
We’ll meet by the garage in the north
parking lot, supply everything you
need, and wrap up in under two hours so

you can get on with your Halloween.

® Sign up in the Narthex beginning
’ ‘ October 4™, or reach out to Clark
Chippero at 585-329-1839 or

m \ clarkchippero@gmail.com.
o
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Heart and Hand '

October will find Heart
and Hand participants
beginning to sew fleece hats and neck
warmers for some of our Webster
primary school children who do not
have those winter necessities. These
gifts show up in the children’s Christmas
baskets from their school.

Our September gathering was rather
small, with several members having
other commitments for that day. Still,
we were able to make a good start on
pillowcases for homeless people in the
Rochester area. We will continue to
assemble more of them at home in the
next few weeks, with a final goal of 30.

There are a few people who have
expressed an interest in joining us at
Heart and Hand but have not been able

to attend. If the reason may be that you
are not receiving our meeting
announcements in your email, please
contact me with that information at
tmcneary@gmail.com.
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Women'’s Bible Study

A  Place for
Everything, and
Everything in its
Place, a book by
Ruby Women, is
the topic for
October and November for Women'’s
Bible Study. 2 Peter 1:3-11 will inspire us
to claim God’s promises to work
towards a life modeled on Jesus, that
full, abundant life. And, yes, it takes
diligence, perseverance and more, and,
yes, it can change us and the world
around us. Let’s be positive
“influencers” in this broken world! Bring
your Bible and come to Room 9/10 at
9:00 am on Tuesday, October 6" to get
started!

This is the perfect time to
invite a friend, neighbor, or
family member to church!

Studies show that most first-time
visitors to a church are there because
they were invited by someone they
know.

With summer behind us and the holiday
season ahead, what better time to
reach out and invite people you know to
join in on all the great things happening

here at WPC!

The October Calendar is available on our
website. Click the link below:

https://www.websterpres.org/
hp_ wordpress/wp-content/

uploads/2026/09/October-2026.pdf

ONE in Christ

As your ONE (Our iNclusive Exploration) in Christ Committee, we
recently explored a daily meditation by Richard Rohr in “Yes, And...
Daily Meditations”. Rohr reminds us to reflect on love as a
conscious, receptive “yes” to the divine and to others, rather than
just an emotion or a set of actions. Love is not just a feeling, since
we cannot command feelings. Love is mostly a decision - to
“Do Love” - to open yourself to the presence of God, to receive love,
and to let it flow through you, highlighting the Holy Spirit dwelling
within us. Rohr emphasizes that while God’s love is infinite and
already given, we must consciously receive it, recognize it, and stay
present to it. This receptivity is the foundation for compassion,
forgiveness, and love toward all. Your ONE in Christ group invites
you to “Do Love”... today and every day, in our lives and throughout
our community. Here are some exciting events we are supporting
through communication, participation, and planning for the next
few months:

e Second Hour Sharing by the Center for Youth (CfY) and our
recent sponsor recipient, Jeanette Adams-Price, who
participated in the Ride for Pride

e Coordination of a winter Toiletry Kit Drive to support Arnett
House and the CfY “Street Team”

e Supporting our neighbors at Third Presbyterian with community
events

e Adding to our WPC building and space for a welcoming and
affirming environment, including additional parking lot pole
banners and entryway signage

Please connect with a ONE in Christ member to “Do Love” by
joining our group and/or giving ideas to share and support within
our community.

Sandi Blakey, Shirley Crane, Lee Ann Daigle, Barbara Hach,
John Kubiniec, Abbey Mayer, Alissa Mayer

LA A A A A A

Learning for a Lifetime

Last month, we introduced our changes in structure to the Adult Ed
program. As a reminder, we are transitioning to a flexible format
rather than a weekly scheduled class.

Groups, individuals and committees are invited to present a topic or
study. A master schedule will be maintained by Sandi Blakey.
Contact Sandi at sgblakey@gmail.com for additional information
and to schedule your program.

The scheduled programs will be promoted through weekly bulletin
announcements and here in The Pathway each month.

Second Hour Offerings for October

October 4 No Class

October 11 Open

October 18 Open

October 25 Stewardship Meeting

6 in the Sanctuary



Spiritual Nurture

This is Bob Blakey, writing on behalf of your Spiritual Nurture Team.
We have several program updates, changes, and meaningful
improvements to share.

We had a wonderful turnout of 14 participants for the Mindful
Nature Walk led by Gaelen McCormick. Everyone enjoyed the walk,
learned new ways to deepen their experiences in nature, and found
respite from the stresses of daily life. There was also general interest
in repeating the event in the spring, and the Spiritual Nurture Team is
already considering it.

The Spiritual Nurture Team has made some changes to its activities.
For quite some time, we have provided a Prayer of the Week and a
monthly Memory Verse. We believe it is time to discontinue these
activities. Please let us know if you have concerns or disagree with
this change.

This is also a good time to remind you of several ways you can
nurture your spiritual life through the regular activities of the church:

Worship Service — In Person or Online - This is the center of spiritual
growth for each of us.

Saturday Prayer via Zoom - 9:00 a.m. - This is a meaningful
opportunity to pray for the needs of our congregation and
leaders, our community, and the world. Contact Connie Rice at
(585) 703-0618 or email: connies6@gmail.com to receive a
Zoom invitation. All are welcome!

A Minute of Silence during Sunday worship - This can be a true God
moment—a time to breathe in the Holy Spirit and allow yourself
to become quiet and centered. Try it this week!

Communion - This is one of the most sacred practices we share as
Christians. At the next Communion service, take a couple of deep
breaths, consciously slow down, and allow Communion to
become a truly personal interaction with God.

Devotionals - The Upper Room devotional, available in the Narthex,
is an excellent example.

Advent and Lenten Booklets - during the seasons

Women’s and Men’s Bible Studies - They provide rich spiritual

growth as well as amazing fellowship. Contact Tony Hubbard, Bob
Blakey, and Sally Turner for times and places.

Thank you for allowing us - Nancy, Barb, and me - to share these
practices for nurturing and deepening our spirituality.

Women’s Circles

King Circle - All are invited to join us in the Memorial Room on
Thursday, October 8" at 10:00 am . Christine Peck from Lifespan will
discuss the many services available to us through Lifespan. She will
also describe opportunities for you to help others by volunteering
through their organization.

Naomi Circle will meet on Wednesday, October 14™, at 1:00 pm at
Color Me Mine.

Rachel Circle will meet on Monday, October 26™ at 6:30 pm in the
Memorial Room for a craft project with Leonor.
7

Save the Date!

On November 1** at 3:00 pm
in the Sanctuary of
Webster Presbyterian Church
there will be a Handbell Concert in
celebration of the remarkable career
and continuing lifelong dedication of

Jacqueline Anderson

to teaching, promoting and
spreading the joy of handbell ringing
to all ages and abilities.

Four handbell choirs (all of which
Jackie directed at one time) will
participate in this tribute concert.

Come and Join the Celebration!

A cookie reception will follow.

The NOVEMBER Pathway
deadline for articles is
OCTOBER 20"

Email articles to
jchippero@websterpres.org
and
ghubbard@websterpres.org
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October Memory Verse

A soft answer turns away wrath, but a
harsh word stirs up anger.

Proverbs 15:1

Lectionary Readings

October 4
Old Testament

Psalm

New Testament
Gospel

October 11

Old Testament
Psalm

New Testament
Gospel

October 18

Old Testament
Psalm

New Testament
Gospel

October 25

Old Testament
Psalm

New Testament
Gospel

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9,
12-20
Psalm 19
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

Exodus 32:1-14
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

Exodus 33:12-23
Psalm 99

| Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
| Thessalonians 2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46

Church Family News

In September, we prayed for:
Eric Phillips and Herman Rolle
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Church School Update

The SHINE Church School Kids are always
interested in stories of courage. Many of the
heroes they admire are action heroes or sports

superstars who perform feats almost beyond human capability.

Kids feel more courageous and in control of their lives as they watch
and imitate these superstars. But those feelings are based on

fantasy, not reality.

God, on the other hand, can give kids real courage to face their
sometimes hectic and stressful lives. They can find courage and
strength to do what’s right in challenging situations.

This month we will learn about Esther. She received that kind of
courage from God and was able to save her people. Her story shows
that courage isn’t a lack of fear; it’s doing the right thing despite our
fears and trusting God with the outcome.

And we know that God causes everything to work together
for the good of those who love God and are called according

to his purpose for them.

Romans 8:28
October 4:  Crafts/Games
We will return to worship for communion.
October 11:  Esther is made queen.

God has a purpose for everything.

October 18: The King helps the Jewish people.
God can use us to bring good out
of a bad situation.

October 25: Esther intervenes for her people.
God gives us the courage to
carry out his plans.

For Families with Youth

Our Welcome Back gathering was a lot of fun! It was great to spend
time together, enjoy some tacos and treats, and kick off the fall with

our youth.

We'll be reaching out soon to get ideas from our youth and families
for an October get-together. We’re excited to keep building
opportunities for our youth to connect, have fun, and grow
together.

The youth are also enjoying having Sunday
class three times each month, and we’re so
grateful to the adults who give their time to
make these opportunities possible. Thank
you to everyone who helps support our
youth! There is still time to volunteer to help
on Sundays this year. Contact Linnea Nifong
at Ivnifong@gmail.com if you are interested
in volunteering.




