
          
Celebration  of  Worship 

September 13, 2026 9:30 A.M. 
We are followers of Jesus Christ, living and sharing  

the love of God through faith and action, welcoming all. 
 

* Please stand, if you are able. 

Prelude  Beautiful Savior R. Hobby 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Reflection Brianna Labuskes 

“The way to judge people wasn’t to look at how they acted toward 
people they wanted to impress; it was to look at the way they treated 
those who could do nothing for them.” 

Ringing of the Bell 

Gathering Song Lord, Listen to Your Children  Insert 

 Call to Worship  

One: Praise the God of life. 

All: Let us praise God together. 

One: For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is God’s 

steadfast love. 

All: As far as the east is from the west, so far God removes our 

sins. 

One: So let us rejoice in God’s gracious presence. 

All: Let us praise the God of mercy together. 

* Hymn  I Come with Joy # 507 

I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved and free, 
    In awe and wonder to recall His life laid down for me.   
    His life laid down for me. 

I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, 
    The new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, 
    In Christ’s communion bread. 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. 
    The love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are friends, 
    And strangers now are friends. 

And thus with joy we meet our Lord.  His presence, always near, 
    Is in such friendship better known: We see and praise Him here, 
    We see and praise Him here. 

Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways, 
    And as His people in the world, we’ll live and speak His praise, 
    We’ll live and speak His praise. 

 
 

Prayer of Adoration  
One: God of might and mercy, the heavens and the earth are full of your 

glory.  Your love transforms our lives.  You enter our confusion and 
give insight.  You bear our grief and bring healing.  You see our 
fatigue and renew strength.  You sense our fear and spark 
courage.  You know death and raise up new life.  So, we come 
before you in worship, handing over to you all that weighs us 
down.  Renew us in this time of worship, we pray, so that we may 
serve you with joy in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Prayer of Confession 
One: Out of a desire to begin again with you and one another, we 

confess to you our sins: 
All: Merciful God, our lives do not always reflect your 

transforming power.  You are gracious but we cling to 
judgment.  You are kind, but we can be cruel.  You are 
forgiving, but we nurse grudges and old wounds. 

 Forgive us, O God.  Fill us with your Holy Spirit, and make 
us new through Christ, your Son and our Savior. 

              Time of Reflection 
Assurance of Pardon 

One: The proof of God’s amazing love is this: that while we were 
sinners, Christ died for us.  Know that you are forgiven by his 
grace and be at peace with God, with yourselves, and with 
each other.  Amen. 

* Gloria Patri   
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

Children’s Time Blessing of the Backpacks 

Prayer for Understanding 
All: God of wisdom, prepare our hearts and minds to receive 

your Word.  Where it challenges us, lead us by your Spirit 
to respond in faithfulness for the sake of Christ who gives 
us both courage and compassion.  Amen. 

1st Scripture Reading Romans 14:1-12 

Anthem Hava Nashira Traditional 
  (Let Us Sing Together) 
  Chancel Choir 

2nd Scripture Reading Matthew 18:21-35 

Sermon  Reverend Russ Roth 

  



 
 
* Hymn  Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive Insert 

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,” you taught us, Lord to pray, 

    but you alone can grant us grace to live the words we say. 

How can your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving heart 
    that broods on wrongs and will not let old bitterness depart? 

In blazing light your cross reveals the truth we dimly knew: 
    what trivial debts are owed to us; how great our debt to you! 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls and bid resentment cease. 
    Then, by your mercy reconciled, our lives will spread your peace. 

* Invitation to the Offering 
Leader: From generation to generation, God calls us to share God’s 

redeeming love in the world.  Let us offer God our gifts this 
day as tokens of that love, needed so much in our generation. 

    Please place your offering in the plates at the exit doors,  

 mail your gifts to the church, or click the WPC website “Give” button.  Thank you! 

 Minute for Mission 

* Prayer of Dedication 
All: We give thanks to you, O God, because you have blessed 

us with so much.  Yet we know that others have too little.  
Bless our gifts so they touch lives in need and become 
roots of justice in the world, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
who sends us out in love.  Amen. 

* Doxology  Screen 

Sharing Joys and Concerns and Lighting of Prayer Candles 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 

  The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: We lift up our hearts. 
 People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader: It is right, our duty, and our joy to give you thanks and praise, 
God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  In the beginning 
your Spirit moved over the face of the waters; you formed us 
in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.  When 
we wandered from your ways, your love remained steadfast.  
Your Spirit came upon prophets and teachers who called 
your people to return to your ways of faithfulness.  In every 
age, your Spirit inspired us to seek after you.  Therefore, with 
your people from all places and times, and with the whole 
creation, we proclaim your greatness and sing your praises:

 

 People: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

 Leader: Holy God, blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ.  At his baptism 
in the Jordan, your Spirit descended upon him, declaring him 
your Beloved.  With your Spirit upon him, he turned away 
from temptation.  You anointed him to preach good news to 
the poor and announce that the time had come when you 
would save your people.  Through his suffering, death and 
resurrection, you gave birth to your Church and welcomed us 
in by water and the Spirit.  When Jesus ascended, he 
promised to be with us always.  Remembering your history 
with us throughout all generations, we take this bread and 
this cup, and proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 People: Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 

 Leader: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon 
these gifts of bread and juice.  May they be for us the 
communion in the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Receiving them in faith, may we be made one with him and 
he with us.  Nourish us with his love so that we may proclaim 
your goodness and serve you faithfully.  Through Christ, with 
Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and 
glory are yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Prayer after Communion 
 People: Gracious God, you have made us one with all your people 

in heaven and on earth.  You have fed us with the bread 
of life and renewed us for your service.  Help us who have 
shared Christ’s body and received his cup, to be faithful 
disciples so that our daily living may be part of the life of 
your kingdom, and our love be your love, reaching out 
into the life of the world.  Amen. 

* Hymn  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace Insert 

Make me a channel of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 
   Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

Make me a channel of your peace.  Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 
   Where there is darkness, only light, and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

O, Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, 
   To be understood, as to understand, to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

Make me a channel of your peace.  It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
   In giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 

Postlude March from “Scipio” Handel  



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  1. FLOWERS on the Communion Table are given by Nancy Granger and 

Gayl Galen in memory of their friend, Jennifer Booth.  The arrangement is 

by Sue Wrobleski. 

 2.  AFTER WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 

 Today - Walk, Unwind and Experience God in Nature – Join us today after 
worship for a 45-minute guided nature walk on WPC campus.  Led by 
Gaelen McCormick, this gentle experience will help us slow down, 
awaken our senses, and discover God’s presence in creation. 

 Next Sunday  -  Join us in Room 9/10 as we welcome Andy Cowgill and 
other members of Eastern Service Workers who will provide an update 
on their programs supporting those in need in the Rochester area. 

 3.  THE WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets this Tuesday in Room 9/10 to begin 
an in depth look at The Lord’s Prayer.  What did Jesus have in mind for us 
with this prayer?  All women of the church, visitors, & friends are welcome.   

 4.  YOUTH KICKOFF!  Grades 6–12 — You’re Invited!  -  New to youth group 
or coming back for another year? Join us this Saturday at 5:00 PM in the 
Youth Room for tacos and fun as we kick off the start of fall together!  Come 
hang out, bring a friend, and help us plan what’s next. We’d love to see 
you there! 

 5.  JOIN US FOR A POTLUCK LUNCH on Sunday, September 27th, following 
the worship service.  See the sign-up sheet in the Narthex to bring a dish 
to pass.  If you are unable to bring a dish, you are still welcome.  The lunch 
is open to all! 

 6.  THE OCTOBER PATHWAY DEADLINE is next Sunday.  Please submit 
items to both jchippero@websterpres.org and ghubbard@websterpres.org. 

 7.  KENYA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS FUND: This special voluntary Fund 
allows four needy students to attend high school, which without our 
support is too costly for them. Although we accept donations for this Fund 
year-round, we are emphasizing the need now so that they can continue 
their education!  Please consider making a generous donation by using 
the envelopes in the chair racks.  See page 5 of your September Pathway 
for additional information. 

 
Lectionary Passages 

                    September 13         September 20 

Old Testament Exodus 14:19-31 Exodus 16:2-15 
Psalm Psalm 114 Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
New Testament Romans 14:1-12 Philippians 1:21-30 

Gospel Matthew 18:21-35 Matthew 20:1-16 

 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Sunday, September 13 

 9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed 

 9:45 A.M. SHINE Program for Children in PreK – 5th Grade in Room 3 
   Youth Christian Ed. in the Youth Room 
 10:45 A.M. Nature Walk Behind the Church 

Monday, September 14 

 6:30 P.M. Garden Club in the Memorial Room 

 6:45 P.M. Boy Scout Troop 262 in the Social Room 

 7:00 P.M. Session Meeting in Room 9/10 

Tuesday, September 15 

 9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study in Room 9/10 

 5:00 P.M. TOPS in Room 9/10 

 7:00 P.M. Long-range Planning Committee in Room 9/10 

Wednesday, September 16 

  6:30 A.M. Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study at Golden Boys Restaurant 

 5:30 P.M. Nar-Anon Meeting in Room 9/10 

 6:00 P.M. Scout Troop 425 in the Social Room 

 7:00 P.M. ONE in Christ Meeting on Zoom 

Thursday, September 17 

 7:30 A.M. Men’s Bible Study on Zoom 

 3:00 P.M. Book Club in Room 1 

 6:00 P.M. Alleluia Bells’ Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

 6:30 P.M. Deacons’ Meeting in the Room 9/10 

 6:45 P.M. Boy Scout Committee in the Memorial Room 

Friday, September 18 

 10:00 A.M. Heart & Hand Meeting in Room 4 

 10:30 A.M. Book Study on Zoom 

Saturday, September 19 

 9:00 A.M. Prayer Time on Zoom 

   ROC Ringers’ Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

 5:00 P.M. Youth Event in the Youth Room 

Sunday, September 20 

 9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed 

 9:45 A.M. SHINE Program for Children in PreK – 5th Grade in Room 3 
   Youth Christian Ed. in the Youth Room 
 10:45 A.M. Mission Speaker in Room 9/10 
 12:00 P.M. Church of God by Faith Worship in the Chapel 
 

Memory Verse 

So let us not grow weary in doing what is right,  
for we will reap at harvesttime if we do not give up. 

Galatians 6:9 
 

 



Romans 14:1-12 

 

14 Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling 

over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those 

who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed 

them. 4 Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before 

their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able 

to make them stand. 
5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to 

be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the 

day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the 

Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor 

of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we 

live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 

whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, 

so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
10 Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister?  Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister?  For we will all stand before the judgement seat 

of God. 11 For it is written, 

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

    and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ 
12 So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

  



 

Matthew 18:21-35 

 
21 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the 

church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 

times?’ 22 Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven 

times. 
 
23 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the 

reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him;  
25 and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 

his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 
26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of 

that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, 

as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you 

owe.” 29 Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.” 30 But he refused; then he went and 

threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow-

slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 

went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord 

summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 

debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on 

your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” 34 And in anger his lord handed 

him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. 35 So my 

heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.’ 

 


