September 20, 2026

We are followers of Jesus Christ, living and sharing
the love of God through faith and action, welcoming all.

9:30 AM.

* Please stand, if you are able.

Prelude What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Words of Welcome and Announcements
Reflection Clement of Alexandria
“None of the righteous ever received his reward quickly, but waits for
it. For if God paid the wages of the righteous immediately, we would
soon be engaged in business, not godliness; though we would appear
to be righteous, we would in fact be pursuing not piety, but profit.”
Ringing of the Bell
Gathering Song

Call to Worship

One: Give thanks to God who is good.

All: We will call on God’s name and make known God’s
wonderful works.

One: Seek the Lord continually.

All:  We will watch and listen for signs of God’s grace.

One: Together let us worship God.

All:  We will rejoice in God’s presence and praise God’s holy
name.

* Hymn | Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art # 457

| greet Thee, who my sure Redeemer art,
My only trust and Savior of my heart,
Who pain didst undergo for my poor sake.
| pray Thee from our hearts all cares to take.

Thou art the King of mercy and of grace,
Reigning omnipotent in every place.

So come, O King, and our whole being sway;
Shine on us with the light of Thy pure day.

Thou art the life, by which alone we live,

And all our substance and our strength receive.
Sustain us by Thy faith and by Thy power,

And give us strength in every trying hour.

Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness;
No harshness hast Thou and no bitterness.
O grant to us the grace we find in Thee
That we may dwell in perfect unity.

Our hope is in no other save in Thee;
Ouir faith is built upon Thy promise free.

Lord, give us peace and make us calm and sure
That in Thy strength we evermore endure.

arr. R. Hobby

Lord, Listen to Your Children Insert

Prayer of Adoration

One: God of all creation, you open the world around us and fill it with
creatures of your love and purpose. The wonder of each creature
declares your praise — the mountains state your majesty; the
ripened field your generosity; the oceans your power; and the
skies your grandeur. Birds sing of your freedom; the ant works
with your persistence. We pray that our work will honor your
justice and mercy, and our relationships speak of your love and
compassion. So may we praise you, O God, not just in this hour
of worship, but in all our waking and our working. May we live
your praise and promise through Christ, who reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, now and always.

Prayer of Confession

One: In confidence of your grace, we confess to you our sins:

All: God, you are the giver of all good gifts, yet our generosity
is often limited. We complain about our circumstance. We
compare ourselves to others and see what they have that
we do not. We share some of what we have, but we worry
about running short. Forgive us our jealousy and greed
and give us generous hearts that trust in you day by day.

Time of Reflection
Assurance of Pardon

One: God’s mercy is from everlasting to everlasting. Believe the
Good News! In Jesus Christ, God’s generous love reaches out
to embrace us. In Christ, we are forgiven and set free to begin
again. Thanks be to God!

* Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Passing of the Peace
Children’s Time

Special Music If Thou Art Near

Bell Quartet

arr. Maggs

Prayer for Understanding
All:  Holy God, your thoughts are not our thoughts, and your
ways are not our ways. As we hear your Word read and
proclaimed, guide us by your Spirit so that our thoughts
and our ways are transformed by your Grace, Through
Christ, your Living Word. Amen.

1st Scripture Reading Philippians 1:21-30



Anthem Sing Joyful Praise
Chancel Choir
Sing joyful praise, our voices raise to celebrate this day in song!

Sing joyful praise, our voices raise to Thee,

O sing joyful praise to the Lord this day!

Mary Lynn Lightfoot

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee;
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace because he trusts in Thee.

Trust in the Lord forever, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.
Trust in the Lord forever. Arise and sing! Sing for joy!

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love.
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.
Sing joyful praise to the Lord!

2" Scripture Reading Matthew 20:1-16
Sermon
* Hymn

Reverend Russ Roth
For the Fruit of All Creation Screen

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.

In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done.
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done.

In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,
In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done.

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,
Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Invitation to the Offering
Leader: In glad thanksgiving for God’s graciousness and blessings,
we return to God a portion of what we have received.
Please place your offering in the plates at the exit doors,
mail your gifts to the church, or click the WPC website “Give” button. Thank you!

Minute for Trustees

Prayer of Dedication
All: Generous God, you are the source of all good things, of life
itself and all that sustains it. Bless the gifts we offer and the
gifts of fellow Presbyterians this day. By your Spirit,
multiply their impact to support your purposes in the world
you love, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Friend.
Amen.

* Doxology Screen

Sharing Joys and Concerns and Lighting of Prayer Candles
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
* Hymn God Bless Your Church with Strength Screen

God, bless Your church with strength! Wherever we may be,
Upbuild Your servants as we work in common ministry.

Urge us from fledgling faith to venture and to soar
Through open skies, to sing the praise of Christ whom we adore.

God, bless Your church with life! May all our branches thrive,
Unblemished, wholesome, bearing fruit, abundantly alive.
From You, one holy vine, in freedom may we grow.
Sustain us in our mission, Lord, Your love and peace to show.

God, bless Your church with hope! Despite chaotic days,
May we in chaos shine to light a pathway through life’s maze.
May justice be our aim, and kindness ours to share,
In humbleness O may we walk, assured our God is there!
Introduction — Eastern Service Workers
Blessing
Postlude

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! arr. Birchwood

* * * * *

Lectionary Passages

September 20
Old Testament  Exodus 16:2-15

September 27
Exodus 17:1-7

Psalm Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
New Testament Philippians 1:21-30 Philippians 2:1-13
Gospel Matthew 20:1-16 Matthew 21:23-32

Memory Verse
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right,
for we will reap at harvesttime if we do not give up.
Galatians 6:9



ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME to Webster Presbyterian Church! We are pleased that you
are worshipping with us, whether in person or by live-streaming.
You can live-stream at 9:30 or later at your leisure using:
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Websterpres/ or
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UczM5thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA

. AFTER WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:

Today - Join us in Room 9/10 as we welcome Andy Cowgill and other
members of Eastern Service Workers who will provide an update on
their programs supporting those in need in the Rochester area.

. THE OCTOBER PATHWAY DEADLINE is noon tomorrow. Please submit
items to both jchippero@websterpres.org and ghubbard@websterpres.org.

. JOIN US FOR A POTLUCK LUNCH next Sunday following the worship
service. See the sign-up sheet in the Narthex to bring a dish to pass. If
you are unable to bring a dish, you are still welcome. The lunch is open
to all!

. KENYA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS’ FUND: This special voluntary Fund
allows four needy students to attend high school, which without our
support is too costly for them. Although we accept donations for this Fund
year-round, we are emphasizing the need now so that they can continue
their education! Please consider making a generous donation by using
the envelopes in the chair racks. See page 5 of your September Pathway
for additional information.

. HELP MAKE YOUTH MINISTRY HAPPEN — We are looking for volunteers
who are willing to teach and spend time with our youth during church. This
is a wonderful opportunity to connect with the young people in our
congregation. Curriculum and lesson materials are provided.
Volunteering is flexible with dates that work best for you, as often or
occasionally as you'd like. No teaching experience is required and you do
not need to have a child in the program to participate. To volunteer or
learn more, please contact Linnaea Nifong at Ivnifong@gmail.com.

. TEENS AND PARENTS interested in a Confirmation Class will meet next
Sunday following the worship service in Room 9/10 for a short meeting to
discuss a schedule and activities for the upcoming school year.

. ANEW HANDBELL GROUP which will meet some Sundays after worship
is forming. Whether you are new to bells or have some experience, all are
welcome to learn, grow and make music together. The goal is to share a
piece in December and again in the spring. A sign-up sheet is located in
the Narthex. For more information, email sarah.r.casper@gmail.com.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, September 20
9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed
9:45 A.M. SHINE Program for Children in PreK — 5% Grade in Room 3
Youth Christian Ed. in the Youth Room
10:45 A.M. Mission Speaker in Room 9/10
12:00 P.M. Church of God by Faith Worship in the Chapel

Monday, September 21
6:30 P.M. Mission Committee in Room 9/10
6:45 P.M. Boy Scout Troop 262 in the Social Room

Tuesday, September 22
9:00 A.M. Women'’s Bible Study in Room 9/10
5:00 P.M. TOPS in Room 9/10

Wednesday, September 23
6:30 A.M. Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study at Golden Boys Restaurant
5:30 P.M. Nar-Anon Meeting in Room 9/10
6:00 P.M. Scout Troop 425 in the Social Room
7:00 P.M. Worship & Music Committee on Zoom

Thursday, September 24
7:30 AM. Men’s Bible Study on Zoom
6:00 P.M. Alleluia Bells’ Rehearsal in the Sanctuary

Friday, September 25
10:30 A.M. Book Study on Zoom

Saturday, September 26
9:00 A.M. Prayer Time on Zoom
ROC Ringers’ Rehearsal in the Sanctuary
Sunday, September 27
9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed
9:45 A.M. SHINE Program for Children in PreK — 5" Grade in Room 3
Youth Christian Ed. in the Youth Room
10:45 A.M. Confirmation Information Meeting in Room 9/10
11:00 A.M. Potluck Lunch in the Social Room
5:00 P.M. Girl Scout Troop 344 in the Memorial Room
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* Hymn For the Fruit of All Creation Screen

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.

In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done.
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done.

In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,
In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done.

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,
Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.

* Hymn God Bless Your Church with Strength Screen

God, bless Your church with strength! Wherever we may be,
Upbuild Your servants as we work in common ministry.

Urge us from fledgling faith to venture and to soar
Through open skies, to sing the praise of Christ whom we adore.

God, bless Your church with life! May all our branches thrive,
Unblemished, wholesome, bearing fruit, abundantly alive.
From You, one holy vine, in freedom may we grow.
Sustain us in our mission, Lord, Your love and peace to show.

God, bless Your church with hope! Despite chaotic days,

May we in chaos shine to light a pathway through life’s maze.
May justice be our aim, and kindness ours to share,

In humbleness O may we walk, assured our God is there!



Philippians 1:21-30

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 221f | am to live in the flesh,
that means fruitful labor for me; and | do not know which | prefer. 2| am
hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ,
for that is far better; 2* but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.
25Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that | may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again.

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether | come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind
for the faith of the gospel, 2 and are in no way intimidated by your
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 2° For he has graciously granted you
the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as
well— 3 since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and
now hear that | still have.



Matthew 20:1-16

1‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. * When he went
out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place;
4and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you
whatever is right.” So they went. ®* When he went out again about noon
and about three o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock he went
out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you
standing here idle all day?” 7 They said to him, “Because no one has hired
us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” @ When evening
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers
and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the
first.” ® When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received
the usual daily wage. ' Now when the first came, they thought they would
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. "' And
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying,
“These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” * But he
replied to one of them, “Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not
agree with me for the usual daily wage? * Take what belongs to you and
go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. > Am | not
allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because | am generous?” ¢ So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.’



