Celebnation of Warship
September 27, 2026

We are followers of Jesus Christ, living and sharing
the love of God through faith and action, welcoming all.

* Please stand, if you are able.

9:30 A.M.

Prelude O Lord Most Holy arr. B. Price
Words of Welcome and Announcements
Reflection Craig D. Lounsbrough

“Intent without action will leave every word that | use to describe my
intent as empty and best never said.”

Ringing of the Bell
Gathering Song Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying Screen

Call to Worship

One: We come to worship because we love God.

All:  All creation praises God’s goodness and love.

One: We come to worship seeking healing and wholeness.

All:  Through God’s son, compassion, love and grace flow in
abundance.

One: We come to worship, yearning to be transformed.

All: Guided by the Spirit of God, we work to build a more
peaceful and just world. Let us worship God together.

* Hymn Blest Be the Tie that Binds # 438

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.

We share our mutual woes; our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.

From sorrow, toil and pain, and sin we shall be free,
And perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.

Prayer of Adoration

One: Steadfast God, as the seasons change, we see that you are still
at work in the world, transforming hearts and situations. You have
shown us the true face of love in Jesus Christ, reaching out with
healing and hope to those who are hurting, lost or alone. We
praise you for your love that works for respect, connection and
peace among neighbors and nations in this divided world. May
we see the face of Jesus in each person we meet. Renew our
hope by the gift of your Spirit at work among us so that we can
live to praise you with the whole Church.

Prayer of Confession

One: In confidence of your grace, we confess to you our sins:

All:  All-embracing God, in recalling all that you are and all that
you have done, we recall then who we are and what we
have done or failed to do. We confess that we have failed
to comfort those in pain, ignored the needs of others, and
failed to stand with our neighbors in their struggle for
dignity and respect. We confess that we have failed to rely
on you and your plans, and instead made decisions based
on our plans and our needs. Hear us now as we ask for
forgiveness.

Time of Reflection
Assurance of Pardon

One: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. By
God’s grace we have been saved and this is not our own doing;
it is a gift of God. Thanks be to God!

* Gloria Patri Screen
* Passing of the Peace
Children’s Time

Prayer for Understanding
All:  Send us your Spirit of wisdom, O God, that we may hear
your Word speaking through the Scriptures and
understand what you are saying to the church today.
Amen.

1st Scripture Reading
Anthem

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Chancel Choir
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love!

Here | raise my Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I’'m come,
And | hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God.
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it; prone to leave the God | love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for Thy courts above.

2" Scripture Reading Matthew 21:23-32
Sermon

arr. Hal Hopson

Reverend Russ Roth



* Hymn Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us # 387

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need Thy tender care.
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use Thy folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.

Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be.
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and power to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to Thee;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to Thee.

Early let us seek Thy favor; early let us do Thy will.
Blessed Lord and only Savior, with Thy love our bosoms fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still.

* Invitation to the Offering
Leader: Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of
the earth, that they may be shared for the healing and
wholeness of God’s world.

* Prayer of Dedication
All: Generous God, we have received so much from you in
Christ and in creation. Bless the gifts we offer so that they
will speak of your love for the world in all its detail and
diversity. Amen.

* Doxology Screen
Sharing Joys and Concerns and Lighting of Prayer Candles
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

* Hymn Jesus, Lover of My Soul # 303

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly,

While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past.

Safe into the haven guide. O receive my soul at last!

Other refuge have | none; hangs my helpless soul on Thee.
Leave, ah! Leave me not alone; still support and comfort me.

All my trust on Thee is stayed; all my help from Thee | bring.
Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of Thy wing.

Thou, O Christ, art all | want; more than all in Thee | find.

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick and lead the blind.
Just and holy is Thy name. | am all unrighteousness.

False and full of sin | am. Thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin.

Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art. Freely let me take of Thee.

Spring Thou up within my heart; rise to all eternity.

Blessing
Postlude Give Thanks for Life Barnby



Old Testament  Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Psalm 19
New Testament Philippians 2:1-13
Gospel Matthew 21:23-32

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME to Webster Presbyterian Church! We are pleased that you
are worshipping with us, whether in person or by live-streaming.
You can live-stream at 9:30 or later at your leisure using:
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Websterpres/ or
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UczM5thYxua2HQSPF6P71wA

. ALL ARE WELCOME to join us in the Social Room for a Potluck Lunch
following today’s worship service.

. KENYA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS’ FUND: This special voluntary Fund
allows four needy students to attend high school, which without our
support is too costly for them. Although we accept donations for this Fund
year-round, we are emphasizing the need now so that they can continue
their education! Please consider making a generous donation by using
the envelopes in the chair racks. See page 5 of your September Pathway
for additional information.

. HELP MAKE YOUTH MINISTRY HAPPEN — We are looking for volunteers
who are willing to teach and spend time with our youth during church. This
is a wonderful opportunity to connect with the young people in our
congregation. Curriculum and lesson materials are provided.
Volunteering is flexible with dates that work best for you, as often or
occasionally as you'd like. No teaching experience is required and you do
not need to have a child in the program to participate. To volunteer or
learn more, please contact Linnaea Nifong at Ivnifong@gmail.com.

. ANEW HANDBELL GROUP which will meet some Sundays after worship
is forming. Whether you are new to bells or have some experience, all are
welcome to learn, grow and make music together. A sign-up sheet is
located in the Narthex. For more information, see Sarah Casper, or email
her at sarah.r.casper@gmail.com

. THE FOOD BARREL donations for Webster HOPE and local food
cupboards are always gratefully received. Help us restock the food barrel
with needed items including pasta, cereal, cooking oil, canned fruit and
vegetables, shampoo, conditioner and cleaning supplies.

* * * * *

Lectionary Passages
September 27 October 4

Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21: 33-46

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, September 27
8:15 A.M. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary
9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed
9:45 A.M. SHINE Program for Children in PreK — 5% Grade in Room 3
Youth Christian Ed. in the Youth Room
10:45 A.M. Confirmation Information Meeting in Room 9/10
11:00 A.M. Potluck Lunch in the Social Room
5:00 P.M. Girl Scout Troop 344 in the Memorial Room

Monday, September 28
6:00 P.M. Rachel Circle in the Memorial Room
6:45 P.M. Boy Scout Troop 262 in the Social Room

Tuesday, September 29
9:00 A.M. Women'’s Bible Study in Room 9/10
5:00 P.M. TOPS in Room 9/10

Wednesday, September 30
6:30 A.M. Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study at Golden Boys Restaurant
5:30 P.M. Nar-Anon Meeting in Room 9/10
6:00 P.M. Scout Troop 425 in the Social Room

Thursday, October 1
7:30 AM. Men’s Bible Study on Zoom
6:00 P.M. Alleluia Bells’ Rehearsal in the Sanctuary
7:00 P.M. Stewardship & Finance Committee in Room 9/10

Friday, October 2
10:30 A.M. Book Study on Zoom

Saturday, October 3

9:00 A.M. Prayer Time on Zoom

ROC Ringers’ Rehearsal in the Sanctuary

12:00 P.M. Boy Scout Event in All Rooms
Sunday, October 4

8:15 A.M. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary

9:30 A.M. Worship Service in the Sanctuary & Live-Streamed

9:45 A.M. SHINE Program for Children in PreK — 5" Grade in Room 3
10:45 A.M. Confirmation Class in the Youth Room
12:00 P.M. Church of God by Faith in the Chapel

Memory Verse
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right,
for we will reap at harvesttime if we do not give up.
Galatians 6:9
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Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 As | live, says the Lord
God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.  Know that all
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine:
it is only the person who sins that shall die.

25 Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel:
Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous
turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for
it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 2” Again, when
the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do
what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 22 Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. ?° Yet the house of
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

3% Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions;
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3' Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves
a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For |
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then,
and live.



Matthew 21:23-32

2 \WWhen he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’ 2* Jesus said to
them, ‘| will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then |
will also tell you by what authority | do these things. 2° Did the baptism of
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with
one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did
you not believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ 27 So they answered Jesus,
‘We do not know.” And he said to them, ‘Neither will | tell you by what
authority | am doing these things.

28 ‘\What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said,
“Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 2° He answered, “I will not”; but
later he changed his mind and went. 3° The father went to the second and
said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. * Which of
the two did the will of his father?’ They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
‘“Truly | tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the
kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change
your minds and believe him.



